











ITALIAN RESEARCH
courtesy of Bob Boisvert of China Lake NAWC, CA

| found this information on another BBS this weekend. |
wish | had Italian blood in me so | could make use of this
useful information.

From EINDING YOUR ROOTS by Jeane Eddy Westin -
cost $5.95

Pg. 167 - “ltalian research is the most straightforward of
any in Europe. If you know the town of origin of your
ancestor, you are likely to be able to compile a full and
authenticated pedigree without going much further.

There has been little or no centralization of records in Italy.
Most civil registers, which were started in 1869, remain in
the hometown, or frazoni, the smallest civil division of
government in ltaly. The registers are kept in bound books
on printed forms, and the information is usually complete.
Often the names of the paternal and the maternal
grandfather appear on the record, because so many
surnames are alike in one town. For example, in one
northern ltalian village with a population of 1,400 today,
850 people bear one surname. In another town in Sicily
with a population of 6,000, 80% of the population share
only 7 surnames beitween them. Fortunately, for ltalian
ancestor hunters, the civil registers provide more than
enough information to link each record to the right
pedigree.

Census Records. The hometown archive contains a
record called the Anagrafe, which is like a town census.
The earliest of these dates from about 1885.

Probate Records. Wills filed within the past century will be
lodged with the local notary, a job that is often hereditary
in Italy. For wills older than 100 years you should write for
information to Archivio Notarile, Ispettatore Generale, Via
Flaminia 160, Roma.

Church Records. For early birth, marriage and death
records, the parish priest in your ancestor's hometown is
the person to contact. In many cases, it will be difficult to
get information without searching it our yourself (and you'll
need to know Latin) or hiring a professional to do it for you.
(In some places it is advisable to get permission of the
Viscar-General of the Diocese and arrive at the parish
church with a letter of permission in hand.) The difficulty
does not lie with the priest himself but with the inaccessibi-
ity of the records, which may be hidden away in musty
lofts and which may be badly weathered or even destroyed
by mice.

Immigration Records. There are very few immigration
records in ltaly, because quite a bit of the pre-World War |
immigration was cladestine.
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Miscellaneous Sources. There are nine Archivio do Stato
(state archives), in Rome, Naple, Palermo, Venice, Turin,
Milan, Genoa, Florence, and Bologna, which have gath-
ered some records of genealogical interest, in particular
the Leva, or military conscription rolls of the 19th century.
Contact the archives in the city which represents the
province where your ancestor was born for these records.

Luigi Amaduzzi of the ltalian Embassy in Washington, D.C.
suggests the following sources for Americans hunting
ancestors in ltaly:”

1. Istituto di Genealogis 2. Instituto Araldico Coccia

e Araldico Borgo Santa Croce 6
Via Antonio Cerasi 5-A 50122 Firenze
Roma
3. Istituto Genealogico 4. Studio Araldico Scorza
Araldico Via Caffaro 3
Guelfi Camaiani 16124 Genova
Via Torta 14
50122 Firenze
5. Araldico
Istituto Genealogico
Italiano
Largo Chigi 19
00187 Roma
R e R e e T e TR Vo Rl TRl
QUERIES

Seeking info of parents & siblings of Samuel K. ECKEL-
BERGER. Married Abigail BRACKNEY of Clay Twp. Both
born ca. 1850. Their children are Eva M, Osa, Jesse R,
Frank A. Will trade infor. Contact: Monette L. Strickler,
4624 W. Dover Place, Las Vegas, NV 89107.

Seeking info about parents of Leah Fleming ALLISON, b.
1835, Butler County, d. 1924, Mercer County. Father was
Robert FLEMING, mother was ? Contact: Robert Cannon,
483 Jackson Park, Meadville, PA 16335.

Seek the parents of John CLARK born ca. 1790 in New
Jersey and married 12 Apr 1814 in Williamsport, Lycoming
Co., PA to Mary Ann QUIGLE/QUICKEL. Died in Lindley,
Steuben Co., NY. Also seeking parents of Mary Ann
QUIGLE/QUICKEL. Dick Rose, 4273 Grannie Road, Fair-
view Park, OH 44126.

Seeking the parents of Abigail ROGERS born ca. 1703
and married Eleazer BALL, Sr. 23 Mar 1726/7 in
Lancaster, Worcester Co., Mass. She died 9 Oct 1741 in
Rutland, Worcester Co., Mass. Dick Rose, 4273 Grannie
Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126.

PLEASE TURN IN YOUR BALLOT!
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THIRTY SPECIAL PEOPLE
by Harry Liggett, first published in WPGS Quarterly, Fall
1989

For some of us, genealogy is almost a religious
experience. You must have heard the sage advice to take
time to stop and smell the roses. | would like to ask you to
take time to look at that five-generation ancestor chart,
because it also reveals the wonder of God.

Have you ever sat at a crowded shopping center and
watched all the people going by? You must have been
impressed by the endless variety of peopie with few
wearing the same kind of clothing, and practically none
who looked alike.

Now, look at you ancestor chart.

Consider that in just five generations, you can list 30
unique, different and distinct individuals who have made
you what you are. Each of us has two parents, four
grandparents, eight great-grandparents and sixteen great-
great-grandparents.

Genealogy comes from the word “gene” which is that unit
on the chromosome by which heredity characters are
transmitted. Your genes, or what you are, came from those
sixteen great-great-grandparents. When your maker star-
ted throwing you together, therefore, He could have
chosen from any combination of sixteen sets of eyes, ears,
noses, mouths and so forth. Your eye model could have
been in a variety of colors with 20/20 vision, far-sighted or
near-sighted. Choices also would be available for all your
other body parts plus your senses, your strengths and your
weaknesses.

But there are more than 16 choices, because each person
on the ancestor chart has had a different combination of
ancestors so that the possibilities are endless.

Each person on your ancestor chart is a unique, distinct
special person. Without each one of the 30, you could not
have been created exactly as you are: another unigue,
distinct, special person, Perhaps this is why it is so
fascinating to leam as much as we can about the 30
people on the chart who have made us what we are.

Roses, or even a blade of grass, are awesome creations
of God, but for a truly religious experience | enjoy the

jubilee of the five-generation ancestor chart.
k. )

QUILT CARE

To get rid of pests in an heirloom quilt, vacuum the quilt
through a screen (so as not to directly puil on the fibers of
the quilt.) Then place in a plastic bag and quickly freeze to
-20 degrees F. for 40 hours. Warm slowly in refrigerator for
one day. Repeat process. Plastic bag should keep
moisture out during this procedure.
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GERMAN-JEWISH ROOTS
by Dr. Michael M. Cohen of Santa Cruz, CA on internet

“Stammbaum” is a new genealogical newsletter for people
researching their German-Jewish roots. The first issue
includes the following articles:
% The Berthold Rosenthal Archives by Claus W. Hirsch
% Gesamltarchiv der Deutschen Juden by Peter W.
Lande
% Valuable Resources for German-Jewish Genealogists
by Karen Franklin
4 The 1938 German Census by Harry Katzman
¥ Leo Baeck Acquisitions by Claus W. Hirsch
% A Valuable Research Aid for Westfalen by Carol
Davidson Baird
% Given Names Adopted by the Jews of Memmeisdorf
by Ralph N. Baer
<% The Very First Census by Harry Katzman
% The Lederers of Gladenbach: History and Genealogi-
cal Resources by Rolf Lederer
% The Blumenthals of Altenmuhr: A Successful
Genealogical Dig by Bill Firestone

In addition to the above articles, the current issue has
many other pieces of information such as an extensive list
of book titles, family finder, individual family trees, etc.

Although the contents of the next issue are not yet
established, currently, we plan to include reviews of
several new books including German Genealogical
Research by George K. Schweitzer, a 250-page volume
published in 1992, with interesting historical background
and extensive lists of German records repositories. The
book is in English.

We also plan to include a review of Pfaglzisches

ntum rn_un : Beitr r Regionalges-
chichte des 10. und 20. Jahrhunderts, Alfred Hans Kuby,

editor. (Palatinate Jewry Yesterday and Today: A collec-
tion of articles on the regional history of the 19th and 20th
centuries). This book is in German.

And we plan to include articles updating recent news from
the Leo Baeck Institute, and an article on the Hamburg
Stamdesamt.

Stammbaum is published quarterly at a subscription cost
of $20/year for U.S., Canada, and Mexico, $28 for all other
countries, sent air mail. If you would like to receive a
complimentary first issue, write to:

Stammbaum

c/o Harry Katzman

1601 Cougar Court

Winter Springs, FL 32708-3855
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REVIEW OF COMMERCIAL COMPUTER SERVICES
by Sandy Clunies

[Editor’s note: The following is one person’s opinion, based
on her experiences as noted. Each person looks for
different things in different products, but this may give you
some ideas of the capabilities of different Computer
Bulletin Board services.]

The commercial services | use are CIS (4+ years daily),
Prodigy (1+ year), GEnie (1+ year) plus the National
Genealogical Society Conference Echo (4+ years). Of the
commercial services, | find CIS by far the most useful. And
with an automated navigational system, which allows
offline read/reply features, it is not expensive. There are
2500+ informational files in its libraries, and dozens of
experienced and knowledgeable family researchers who
sign on daily. Messages are exchanged quickly - some-
times in a matter of minutes, rather than hours or days for
other services. Messages addressed to me are highlighted
at login. Tech Reps for software are online, as well as
genealogical book reviewers.

Next, | would list GEnie, though the organizational system
of TOPics and CATegories is a bit awkward, and one
cannot reply to a particular individual except by EMail, and
ones own new public messages are not highlighted upon
login - as in CIS. lts library system is large, but not as
easily accessible as CIS, and seems to be more a
collection of past messages than educational. Tech Reps
for some software companies are online. It carries a
professional genealogy article each week.

Prodigy is slow, one cannot upload or download files, and
must stay online to reply, and saving individual messages
to hard disk is also slow. And the advertisemenis are very
distracting to me - as | use Prodigy for nothing except
Genealogy. It carries a professional genealogy article each
week. Since | have met individual researchers on GEnie
and Prodigy who are not on the public BBS or other
commercial services, | remain active on all of them.

BUT, if | was forced to reduce to one service, without a
doubt - it would be CompuServe’'s Genealogy Roots
Forum.
L ]
CIRCUS PERFORMER IN YOUR TREE?
by Tom Kruse of Ft. Wayne, IN via Internet

| have a relative, an uncle who was a high-wire performer
for a variety of circuses in the early 1900s. In researching
his history, | was led to the “Circus World Museum” in
Baraboo, Wisconsin. They are a living-history type
museum as well as an archive for all sorts of circus
records, memorabilia and trivia.

There is a circus there that performs daily and lots of
wagons, etc. are on display. The part which was of the
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most interest to me however, was the records at their
archive building. The address is:

Circus World Museum
426 Water Strest
Baraboo, Wl 53913-2597

At the time | last visited in the summer of 1989, a Bill
McCarthy was the caretaker. The museum is owned by the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin. | wrote to Bill, giving
him as many facts as | had been able to gather about my
uncle from living relatives, mostly. He responded with a
letter listing the circuses, years, and acts that Uncle Fred
was mentioned in in various records of theirs.

That same summer | made a vacation stop at Baraboo
and was disappointed to find that the museum is actually
almost a “lock box” repository for the records. Bill would
not let me copy any documents and would only grudgingly
pull out any that he had made reference to in his letter to
me. Evidently they don’t have a genealogical perspective,
but only one of preservation of the original documents. The
concern was in opening flat many of the old books, etc. to
copy a page as they may be damaged. That is true, but a
great disappointment nonetheless. In any case, you should
be able to get some information from Baraboo especially if
you know the name under which your relative performed.
AP R R —

WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET

Weds., June 23 North Hills Genealogists Bonus Meeting
at 7:30 PM, Northland Library meeting rooms 1 & 2: David
Lewis of the U.S. Census Bureau in Philadelphia will make
a presentation about the census and other historical
records maintained by the bureau.

Sat., June 26 Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleve-
land, 10 am - 12: Genealogical Seminar, “The End of It All
Is Just the Beginning” $10 plus Library admission. Mail
check payable to WRHS Gen. Comm. to Jeannette
Grosvenor, 12860 Mayfield Road, Lot 56, Chardon, OH
44024-8936.

Tues., July 20 North Hills Genealogists Meseting at 7 PM,
Northiand Library: S. Greene Drucker of the Allegheny City
Society on the History of the North Side.

Sat., July 24 Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleve-
land, 10 am - 12: Genealogical Seminar, “Best Location in
the Nation” $10 plus Library admission. See June 26
above for registration information.

Tues., August 17 North Hills Genealogists at 7 PM,
Northland Library: Lesle Dunn on Naturalization Records.

Sat., August 28 Western Reserve Historical Society,
Cleveland, 10 am - 12: Genealogical Seminar, “The
Census; 1920 - Backwards” $10 plus Library admission.
See June 26 above for registration information.
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NEXT BOARD MEETING

Our next board me_eﬂnghwill'be held on Wednesday,
July 7th at 7:30 P.M. in meeting room two at
Northland Library. All are invited to attend. Yall
come. i

RELATIVES SOUTH OF THE BORDER?
by Bill Nelson of Birmingham, AL on Internet

There were a large number of persons who went to Brazil
following the Civil War. There is a great deal of information
available on the subject. One book is : Harter, Eugene C.
THE LOST COLONY OF THE CONFEDERACY. Jackson,
MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1985.

Harter is the grandson of Confederates who left Texas and
Mississippi after the Civil War to settle in Brazil. He was
born in Brazil but came with his parents to the U.S. in the
1930’s. He later served as a U.S. diplomat in Sao Paulo,
Brazil. He briefly discusses the major Confederate colonies
and colonists. He provides a map showing location of the
major colonies and lists some family names of migranis to
Brazil. He draws some from oral history for the book. He
says that this is the first book published in the U.S. on the
Confederate migration to Brazil.

Regarding the controversial number of Americans who
went to Brazil following the Civil War, Harter says, “A
study of available figures, newspaper reports, and per-
sonal data gathered from descendants makes it safe to
estimate that at least twenty thousand Southerners emi-
grated to Brazil.” He goes on to say that the descendents
of these persons now number over 100,00 and are
scattered throughout the country.

| spent two years in Brazil with the Peace Corps, earned
graduate degrees in Latin American Studies, and have
done some research on the subject.

Addendum by Maureen Graves

On our local radio-arm of CNN, WZNN, they had a story
about a group of Southerners who fled the US after the
Civil War, and founded Americana in Brazil. Life was very
difficult, and half the emigrants eventually returned to the
US, but many hardy people stayed and started cotton
farms and watermelon farms. To this day, the descendents
of these people celebrate their heritage by having huge
picnics with fried chicken, watermelon, and corn. Fiddle
music and dancing, too. While only a few of the oldest
people even speak English (and what an accent - a
Portuguese Dixie drawl), most people only speak Portu-
guese. They interviewed some people, the only surname
that | caught was DANIELS.

Next Newsletter is in August.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

All candidates who were present at the June 2 Board
Meeting were asked to send a blurb in for the newsletter.
Below are the written responses. Our Vice-President, Tom
Wiley was not notified about this in time due to his
involvement with the Billy Graham crusade and Boy Scout
meetings. if you have any questions to or about our
candidates, please ask! and then follow the voting
instructions on the ballot on page 100.

Hi. 'm Ginny Skander, and I'm running for President of
our genealogy society. Past and present officers of the
society have done an outstanding job, and [ can only hope
that, if | become your president, 1 will be able to fill those
shoes. | hope to help the society grow in membership and
to work with all of you to obtain speakers and information
which will benefit each and every one of us. |1 have only
been researching my family tree for two years and can
probably learn a thing or two from many of you, but with
your help and that of present and past officers, | hope to
continue the quality of programs our society has come to
expect. | know that by working together, we can make our
society better and better year after year.

Keith M. Kerr, Candidate for Secretary, B.A. (History),
Ohio University, 1968, lives with his wife and two children
in Avalon. A member of the North Hills Genealogists for
three years, Keith wants to help keep the vigor and
popularity of the organization progressing, and to move on
into new areas.

Keith makes his living in wholesale sales. Besides
genealogy, he is an active artist. His paintings are held in
private corporate and personal coilections in Pitisburgh
and in Great Britain. Also, he likes to try a little acting and

has appeared in six films produced here.
R e T T I e T e e R e T R Ay

FROM YOUR EDITOR

As we draw our third newsletter year to a close, | wish to
thank Jim Rickey for typing up some of the articles and for
the clipped articles some of you handed me. Please read
the beginning of the Internet article on page 92. | can use
help! Typing up articles onto IBM compatible ASCII files i1s
a big help too. 1 find | can't do it all anymore with other
commitments in my life. So please help if you can. If
anyone would like to try their hand at the editorship, we
can talk about that too!

My husband, Reed and | went to the National Genealogi-
cal Conference in Baltimore June 2 - 5. It was mind-
boggling after the three days of lectures that we heard.
Even with two of us it was hard to hear all the fine talks
with about 8 of them running at once. We saw all the
national names and authors in the genealogy world.
Please ask to see my syllabus as lots of the notes are
printed there.
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NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
1993 - 1994

E Please fill out the information below. When submitting this
application, please make out a check payable to "North Hills
Genealogists" NOTE: Membership fee is $10 if received or postmarked
by July 31, 1993. After July 31st, membership fee will be $12. All
memberships run from August, 1993, through July, 1994, Members
receive the monthly newsletter; are entitled to submit unlimited
free queries to the newsletter to request specific assistance for
their research; and to attend field trips. The newsletter will also
contain a HELP column, news of local genealogical interest, and
other items.

=

your completed application to the following address:

North Hills Genealogists

c¢/o Northland Public Library
300 Cumberland Road
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15237-5455

S MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS

Name: Home phone:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip code:

Date of application:

If desired, please list the surnames you are researching and the locality.
For example, Smith, West Virginia; Jones, Beaver County; Brown, McCandless
township, Allegheny County, etc. Space permitting, this information will
be included in a future newsletter.
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BALLOT FOR THE NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS

INSTRUCTIONS: Each member of the North Hills Genealogists is entitied to one vote for the election of officers for the
1993-1994 membership year. Officers elected will serve from August, 1993, to July, 1994. Please drop your vote in the
ballot box at the June or July meeting, or return it to the address at the top of the newsletter. Votes will be counted at the
July mesting and the new officers announced at that time. Biographies appear on page 98.

President (vote for only one):
Virginia Skander Write in

Vice President (vote for only one):
Mildred Halechko Tom Wiley Write in

Treasurer (vote for only one):
Steph Valentine Write in

Secretary (vote for only one):
Keith Kerr Write in

NEXT: June 23, 7:30 PM: David Lewis of the U.S. Census Bureau

NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS
c/o Northland Public Library F I RST

300 Cumberland Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5455 CLASS





