











THE TWO FAMILIES OF FRIEDERICH DURR
by Elissa Scalise Powell

In reading my latest book acquisition from Paul Miler Ruff (18
Fosterville Rd., Greensburg, PA 15601-4767) entilled 77%e¢ German
Churech Records of Westmoreland Counyy, FA, Volume 2, | encountered
the following entries on page 163:

Zion - East Huntington Baptisms
CHILD BIRTH/BAPT FATHER/MOTHER
Friederich 30 Sep 1797 Friederich Durr

11 Sep 1802 Barbara Devass,widow sorrowful repentance

GODPARENTS
“The mother, after

Daniel 1Jun 1799 Friederich Durr and confession, was
11 Sep 1802 Barbara Devass god-mother for the
Casper 30 Aug 1801 Friederich Durr presently illegitimate

children.”
Catharina Durr, widow

11 Sep 1802 Barbara Devass
Catharina 31 Jun 1798 Friederich Durr

12 Sep 1802 Maria Barbara
Rebecca 12 Jan 1800 Friederich Durr
12 Sep 1802 Maria Barbara
1Jul 1802  Friederich Durr
12 Sep 1802 Maria Barbara

it appears that Friederich’s two families were baptized a day apart and
that he kept both Barbara’s very busy!

Zion Church in East Huntingdon Township, Westmoreland County, PA
was first known by the name “Schwaabs” and later as “Swopes,” after
a family in the neighborhood. Zion Church is located four miles
southwest of Mt Pleasant, about 200 yards to the right of the
Reagentown Road. Both Lutheran and Reformed congregations were
fairly strong in their early history, but they lost ground when the
congregations at Ruffsdale and Scotidale were organized. The
Lutheran congregation voted in 1903 fo unite with the Ruffsdale
congregation, but a remnant held on at Zion until 1956. The records
from this church that Paul Miller Ruff published in his Volume 2 have
never before been published. A small, worm-eaten book with faded ink
and unbelievably poor penmenship was recently found and translated
by him.
ey S g e e S =W e, (e o) N T
VITAL RECORDS - ALABAMA
from Prince George’s County, Md. Genealogical Society Bulletin,
March, 1993

Now effective, the fees for various records are: Birth, Death, Marriage,
and Divorce certificates: $12; Amendments: $15; Adoptions/Legitima-
tions: $20; Delayed Birth Certificates: $20. Additional copies ordered at
the same time are $4 each. Certificates may be had by writing to State
of Alabama, Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics,
P.O. Box 5615, Monigomery, AL 36103-5625.

Heinrich Traut
Catharina
Casperl Henrich Traut

Catharina
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BLAWNOX, PA 15238

Blawnox is bordered on one side by the
Allegheny River and the other three sides by
O’Hara Township, the borough is a mile long
and 5/8 of a mile wide. It was laid out in 1868
but not incorporated until April 13, 1925.
Blawnox was originally called Hoboken, but
when Blaw-Steel Co. bought Knox Welded
and Pressed Steel Co. in 1917, the new
company, Blaw-Knox Steel Construction Co.,
asked the town to change its name to reflect
its largest employer. Later the Blaw-Knox Co.,
which made trolley cars, closed. The new
corporation that owns the old Blaw-Knox
building has the same name but this time the
spelling reflects the town’s name - Blawnox.

Blawnox contains three churches: St. Edward
Roman Catholic; Hoboken Presbyterian; and
Community United Methodist.

NORTH CAROLINA RECORDS
from The Herald-Sun/Raleigh Extra

Researchers in North Carolina can find
records in the North Carolina Museum of
History in downtown Raleigh, 109 E. Jones St.
Two locations in the museum are used to find
missing information on family members. The
North Carolina Archives holds the original
North Carolina state records as well as
microfilm. The North Carolina State Library’s
genealogy division, located in the same build-
ing, carries published materials and microfilm
for a broader area than just the state.

GENEALOGY FOR THE BEGINNER

My Famiy Tree Workbook: Genestogy or
Begmners by Rosemary A. Chorzempa is an
inexpensive starter book for the novice or a
child. The workbook encourages the docu-
mentation of not only family members but
family reunions, Ethnic foods, crafts, songs,
dances, and Holiday celebrations and cos-
tumes. It also allows for noting geographic
areas of interest and “Important people from
my ancestral homelands.” The glossary,
bibliography and suggestions on how to find
sources of family information are also helpful.
The book is 64 pages, 8 1/4 x 11 inches,
paperbound and available from Dover Publica-
tions, 31 East 2nd Street, Mineola, NY 11501
for $2.95 plus shipping.
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REPORT FROM THE OHIO GENEALOGY
CONFERENCE by Elissa Scalise Powell

The Ohio Genealogical Society, based in Mansfield, Ohio
held its annual Genealogical Conference in the Holiday Inn
at Independence, Ohio on May 29, 30 and June 1. The
lectures on Friday and Saturday were very informative. Dr.
John Colletta, who wrote 7%ey Came /1 Shps, was by far
the best speaker at the conference. His humor and
anecdotes conveyed the research strategies of passenger
lists, military records, primary records and immigration
stories in unforgettable lectures. He was also the guest
speaker at the Friday night banquet.

But other lectures were just as fascinating. Dr. John
Grabowski of the Westem Reserve Historical Society gave
an eye-opening talk on manuscripts. It was especially
exciting for me since part of the material he brought as
examples was one of my family lines! Manuscripts are
often overlooked in our search for clues to our families.
There are some indexes available to help narrow the
search to see if a distant cousin left any of his papers in a
repository. It is usually well worth the search to find such
personal papers.

My other favorite talk was on Halian research. Though only
8 of us turned up to hear Paula Shepherd speak of her
experiences, it was well worth it. Paula, who is the director
of the Kirkland, Ohio Family History Center, gave LDS film
numbers of sources to consuit to find the place in italy. She
also showed us examples of what can be found by asking
for a complete marriage record. In laly the couple must
prove they are legitimate (birth records) and the parents’
consent is recorded. If a parent is dead, then a death
certificate is included. With one such marriage record, it is
possible to go back three generations!

These and the other lectures | attended on publishing,
computers, scanners and CD-ROMs were oniy about a fifth
of what was possible to choose from. The Surname
Exchange session netted me an “almost cousin” (we're
researching the same line) and a 6th or 7th cousin (we
both go back to the immigrant Johan Michael Heller
(1724-1803).

So if you get a chance to go to an all day conference (such
as in Washington County, May 29) or to a muiti-day
conference (as the National Genealogical Society, June
1-5 in Baltimore), it would be well worth your while. The
contacts | made at lunch were interesting and informative. 1
got to meet with the Ohio Chapters that | belong to
(Mahoning and Medina counties) and meet with others in
my other counties of interest (Summit and Wayne). These
conversations felt like “home” as we talked about common
geography and surnames. | didn’t even mention all the
great vendors and books and door prizes!
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Out of the over 500 registrants at this conference many
people received door prizes. Yours truly won a 22” x 16”
Memory Book. it is a large hard-bound book with 50 pages
of acid-free paper. It is large enough to mount four of the
regular sized old-time photos on a page without removing
them from their studio frame. The glue-stick from West
Germany is supposed to be archivally safe, Robert Roosa
was felling me. His son is a curator at the Smithsonian, |
believe he said, and he recommends it. You can contact
Robert Roosa at Customer Communication Systems, Inc,,
P.O. Box 103, West Milton, Ohio 45383. Phone (513)
698-4509. The blank book sells for about $41.

VALUE OF ALL FAMILY DATA
by Sandy Clunies on the National Genealogical Society
Bulletin Board

When | first began genealogy, | would often NOT enter all
the wives and all the children in a family - and lived to
regret it, and change it. My database is now past 14,000
individuals. | enter ALL marriages of the ancestor, ALL
known marriages of ALL siblings in the family, and the
known parents of ail spouses of all those children.

There are few family trees which do not include multiple
intermarriages among families in the past. Early immigrants
lived in small communities, and even when migration
commenced from east 10 west, families traveled together
with former relatives and neighbors, and they continued to
intermarry.

It was a common custom in New England, for instance, that
upon the sudden death of a young wife (usually in
childbirth), a man would then marry her sister - and there
would likely be children of both marriages who were then
half-siblings as well as cousins to one another!

The census records are MUCH more meaningful when you
can identify the neighbors as relatives - which is usually the
case up to 1900. | have identified “mystery wives” by this
method. Found the wife came from a neighbor family in the
census.

One can take this to fun extremes: in 1987, for the 200th
Anniversary Celebration of the Signing of the US Constitu-
tion - my son and | were “honored guests” and temporary
VIP’s in Philadelphia SIMPLY because my research had
revealed that we were collaterally descended with two of
the Signers. One was a half/3rd cousin | Lineal descent
(direct) is a parent-child relationship. Collateral descent is
mutual descent from common ancestors in the distant past.

| live near Washington DC - but the fact that | am a 10th
cousin of President BUSH hasn’t done much to lower my
taxes or anythingl However, it's fun to track ALL the family
lines and extend them out as far as possible.
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SALEM UNITED METHODIST HISTORY
by Linda J. Nath in the Cranberry Eagle for 28 Apr 1993

Salem United Methodist Church, Manor Road in Pine
Township was originally initiated in May of 1868 by 17
charter members as they decided to break from Little
Plains Church (now Dutilh United Methodist). The decision
was made, not for religious differences, but because of
transportation difficulties. Trolley cars were not yet running
through the country districts, and traveling several miles 10
services each Sunday posed adversities.

Those charter members, Mr. and Mrs. John English, Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew English,
Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McClintock, Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew English, Jr., Sarah Rigby, John Rigby, Mary
Rigby, Elizabeth Rigby, Margaret English, Elizabeth
English, Phila Lurting, met, under the leadership of the
Rev. William Johnston, in the home of Andrew English,
Jr. and became the founding fathers of the present
congregation.

The group continued to meet in the English home, barn
and adjoining grove until March 1871 when it was decided
a permanent church building be erected t0 accommodate
the increasing number of worshipers. In June of that year a
contract was agreed upon between church members and
the agents of Jane Emmett, procuring a half-acre site at
the intersection of Pearce Mill and Wexford-Gibsonia roads
(now known as Route 910), Pine Township, approximately
one and one-half miles from the church’s present location.

While under construction, Mary English Thompson, a
visiting aunt of the founding English family and member of
Milivale Presbyterian Church, suggested the still unnamed
church be known as “Salem,” a name which was adopted
and prevails to the present. For her contribution to the
church’s history, Thompson was presented a Presbyterian
Hymnal by the pastor in charge at that time, the Rev. J.M.
Swan. The church building was completed in April 1872
and dedicated June 16 of that year by Dr. A.B. Leonard
and T.N. Boyle.

Many changes took place in the following years. The most
significant revision occurred throughout 1884 when Dutilh
Church was transferred from the circuit and the Mars
Church became self-supporting. This left Salem Church
alone in the circuit.

The demise of the congregation seemed unavoidable in the
early 1920’s, as membership dwindled and there was talk
of giving up the church. Instead, the church was relocated
in the spring of 1923.

The present site of Sunny Hill Manor Road (now Manor
Road), then a four-minute walk from Brennan Station on
the Pittsburgh and Harmony Trolley Line, was purchased.
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The decision of the church-recovery move is credited to the
leadership of Dr. George W. TerBush, who served
Salem’s members from 1920 through 1929.

The cornerstone, for what is known today as the oid
sactuary, was laid on July 20, 1924. Following aimost a
year of construction, the new building was dedicated May
17, 1925. Since its beginning in 1868, 28 different pastors
had served the growing congregation to this point.

The first parsonage on Glendale Road was purchased in
October of 1948. During 1957 and 1958 an educational
wing was added to the church building. The project more
than doubled the size of the church and included church
offices, a fellowship hall and six new classrooms. A new
parsonage was built in 1964, also on Glendale Road.

Another building project was undertaken in the 1980’s,
when the Rev. Howard Burrell was acting pastor. A new
sanctuary was dedicated on September 23, 1984. A major
undertaking of this project was the relocation of the
church’s pipe organ, which had provided music for the
congregation since 1939, from the previous sanctuary. The
move required a variety of adjustments and alterations to
the instrument. These modifications were completed by the
original maker, Robert Fisher.

Outreach groups of the church began as early as May
1884 when, under the pastorate of the Rev. Albert
Freeman, several women of the church met at the home of
Mrs. Simpson English to organize the Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society. Other organizations launched through-
out Salem’s history include: the Epworth League, a youth
group, in 1891; the Junior Mission Band in April of 1892;
the Junior Department of Mission Work; the Home
Missionary Society and Ladies Aid, subsequently combined
to form the Women's Society of Christian Services; and
Salem Methodist Aduit Couples. In the 1960’s and 1970’s,
under the direction of the Rev. Erwin K. Kerr, Salem also
undertook numerous mission projects.

Today the congregation of Salem Untied Methodist Church
numbers 215 families and has been under the leadership
of 45 pastors including its present minister, the Rev. David
M. Davis.

SR P L R e e e D e e
NEW YORK CITY BIRTH RECORDS

For early birth records of New York City (Manhattan,
Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island), contact:

New York City Municipal Archives
31 Chambers Street, Room 103
New York, New York 10007

Here are birth records through 1897, which can be
obtained by mail for $5 each.
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ATTENTION GENEALOGISTS

YOU ARE INVITED
TO AN EVENING

Genealogy Seminar

with guest speaker
WILLIAM DOLLARHIDE
Speaking on these subjects:

® Finding the Place. Using maps, directories, and other aids
to locate the home of your ancestors. Learn about USGS.
maps, fire insurance maps, county boundary maps, and finding
tools available for genealogical research. (7:00pm)

® Using Deed Records: These county records can provide
the "break-through" you have been looking for. Deed indexes
are better than the Head of Household census records for
understanding who lived mn an area prior to 1850. When a
landowner died, you may find the names of his heirs by using
deed records. (8:30pm)

Audio or Video Tape Recording Permitted

William Dollarhide is a professional gen-
ealogist, author, and lecturer from Belling-
ham, Washmgton He 1s the author of the
best - selling Managing a Genealogical
Pro;ec:; co - author of the award -

Map Guide to the US. Federal Censuses,
1790-1920, and the developer of the Every-
one’s Famtly Tree software for MS-DOS
computers. Mr. Dollarhide is a nationally
known speaker who has lectured at major
conferences and seminars all over the U.S.

Special Ixhibits & Sales:

Books, Maps, Forms and Computer Software for Genealogsts !

= Sponsored By: North Hills Genealogists
= Contact: Connie Foley (412) 931-5406

= Seminar Place: Northland Library - Meeting Room 3
300 Cumberland Road, McCandless Township (north of Pittsburgh)

& Date: Tuesday, june 15, 1993
= Time: Exhibits Open: 6:30pm
= Admission: Free !

The public is invited — bring a friend !
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THE STORY BEHIND THE NAMES Butler County
[from pamphlet of the same name, published by John M.
Roberts & Son Co.]

Butler County was erected by an Act of March 12, 1800,
and named for General Richard BUTLER, distinguished
officer of the Revolution, who was killed at St. Clair's
defeat, by the Indians, November 4, 1791. The seat of
justice was also named for this patriot.

The first permanent settlers were David STUDEBAKER
and Abraham SNYDER, who came to the present Worth
Township in 1792. Prior to this, they had spent the winter
with the Delaware Indians in their fown at the mouth of
Wolf Creek, near the present Slippery Rock. They were
Pennsylvania Germans from Westmoreland County.
Scotch-lrish came before 1795, and, after the Treaty of
Greenville, settlers came in increasing numbers, including
some Irish Catholics.

Butler, the county seat, was settled in 1793 and laid out by
the commissioners, who organized the county, on a farm in
Butler Township, owned by John and Samuel CUNNING-
HAM, who donated 250 acres for county purposes. The
General Assembly designated Butler as the county seat on
March 3, 1803, and incorporated it as a borough in the
same Act. It was chartered as a city on January 7, 1918.

Zelienople was incorporated from Jackson Township in
1840, and named for “Zelie,” daughter of its scholarly
founder, Baron Detimar N. F. BASSE. It was called “Zelie’s
City” and later its present name. The Baron, in 1802, built a
reproduction of a German castle, which he called “Bassen-
heim,” on his 10,000 acre tract, and in this castle was born
his world-famous grandson, Rev. William A. PASSAVANT,
D.D., who founded many hospitals and orphans’ homes in
America.

Saxonburg, named for his native country, Saxony, by the
founder, John A. ROEBLING, is also the birthplace of his
eminent son, Washington A. ROEBLING, who built the
Brooklyn Bridge and other famous structures.

Yes,
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as a member of the North Hills Genealogists,
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Harmony is the site of the communistic society, founded by
Rev. George RAPP, in 1804, and named after the society
of “Harmonists.”

HELP FOR IRISH HERITAGE SEEKERS
by Kevin Kirkland in PG North, March 17, 1993

Since 1990, government and tourism officials in the
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland have been
working on the Irish Genealogical Project. Under the
governmeni-funded program, youth workers have been
creating a computer data base of all civil records and
church records from the country’s largest three churches -
Catholic, Presbyterian and Episcopal (Church of Ireland).

The project includes heritage centers in each of the 32
counties where visitors can reference the records and
indexes, which are also available at individual churches.

Church records are important because civil records in
Ireland go back only as far as 1864. Some church records
go back to 1600.

The Irish Genealogical Project gives people access to all
these records and several others: Tithe Applotment Books,
which show who paid tithes to the Church of Ireland from
1825 to 1834; Griffith’s Valuation, which shows who owned
land from 1848 to 1864; and valuation lists, which show
landowners from 1860 to 1950.

Brother Patrick Power of Mt. Lebanon, who has traced his
family roots back to the 12th century, has one warning for
roots-seekers: Do as much local research as possible
before you go. Check through family records to learn as
many names as possible. The Irish did not travel much, he
says, s0 a certain surname will show up only in certain
towns.

The key to a fairly simple search is your ancestors’
townland, he says. "It’'s like a township here - a fairly small
area that helps narrow your search.”

[Brother Pat Power has spoken to us on Irish Research.}

I plan to attend the trip

to the Carnegie Library, Oakland, on Saturday, June 12th, at 9:30 A.M.
[Please return this form to the address on the newsletter or to one of the

officers by Tuesday, June 8th.]

SN

Name:

Home phone:

I am interested in car pooling to Carnegie Library, Oakland: Yes No

I am interested in serving as a car pool driver:

No

Yes
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ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN JUNE

According to our bylaws, we must elect 4 new officers in
June for the next fiscal year. Our year runs from August 1
through July 31, as does the subscription to the newsletter.
The nomination committee, headed by Elissa Powell, has
found the following candidates for the offices of:

President:: NONE!

Vice-President Tom Wiley and Mildred Halechko
Secretary: Keith Kerr and Gwen Glasbergen
Treasurer: Steph Valentine

i ? Please
consider if you can fill this nomination and call Lissa at
935-6961. A president gives the announcements at the
beginning of a meeting and should come to the board
meetings held about once a month. No genealogy expert-
ise is necessary - only your willingness to serve for the one
year term. The vice-president and the entire board
(including editor, past presidents, publicity chair, corr.
secretary, etc.) will back you up and lend support.
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GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS

On Saturday, May 29, from 10 AM to 3 PM, four historical
and genealogical societies will co-sponsor a workshop at
Citizens Library, 55 South College St., Washington, PA.
Topics here include: *Relative Theories,” "Iin the Begin-
ning,” "Future Technology Meets Historic Past,” "Beyond
Our Attics: Pennsyivania Archives,” "Relativity Around the
Corner.” Cost is $10 made to "Wash. Co. Historical
Society” and send to "Workshop,” WCHS, 49 E. Maiden
St., Washington, PA 15301. Phone: (412) 225-6740.

On Saturday, June 19, from 8:.00 AM to 3:30 PM, the
Slippery Rock Heritage Association will sponsor a work-

shop at University Union, Slippery Rock University. Talks
include "Research in the Library,” "Getting Started - Getting
Organized,” "Tracing Your Civil War Ancestor,” “lalian
Immigration Records,” "In Search of Lillian,” and
"Resources in the National Archives.” Lunch and door
prizes are included for $20 if postmarked by June 5.
Otherwise $25. They also will have vendor displays, Family
Group sheets on microfiche and a photographer to copy
your old photos. Phone: (412)368-9092 or (412)738-2408.

NEXT: Tues, June 15 at 6:30 PM: Two Talks by Bill Dollarhide

NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS
c¢/o Northland Public Library

JO0 Ccumberiand Road
Pitisburgh, PA 15237-5455

FIRST
CLASS



