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CORRECTION REQUESTED” the post office will send you
a copy of the change of address card or a photocopy of
your letter with the forwarding address on it. You may also
add “DO NOT FORWARD?” and the letter will be returned
to you and they will provide you with the individuals new
address. The 18 month rule applies here also. There is a
fee of 30 cents. You might want to use this method when
you forward letters through the World Wide Locators, Base
Locators, VA and Social Security Administration and you
may find the person’s actual address in this manner.

Driver’s License or Motor Vehicle Registration

Most people have a driver's license and own a car. You
can obtain their address by contacting the driver’s license
and/or motor vehicle department of the issuing state. Each
charge a fee, usually 2-10 dollars. You can get the
addresses of DMV and driver’s license offices in most main
public libraries. An easy and reliable way to have a drivers
record of vehicle record search made is by contacting:

Vehicle Operator Searches
P.O. Box 15334
Sacramento, CA 95851-1334

They charge $10.00 for each search per state. This
company will also provide the last known address on
anyone who has ever purchased anything on credit. For
details more details: 800-654-3521, ouiside CA; 800-
334-0660, CA only.

BEGINNERS CORNER

Q: When | send a letter t0 a relative or to a county
courthouse, how long should | wait for a reply?

A: Whenever you send a letter out you should first record
the date sent, the addressee’s address, subject of your
letter, and any money sent. You can use forms found
through various sources or develop your own system in a
notebook, as long as you record the above information.
Leave room for a date of answer, refund (if any), results of
the quest including certificate number, and if any follow-up
is needed. With the above format you can quickly identify
the people who are slow to get back to you. Perhaps you
did not supply a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope and
they do not reply without one. Or an old Aunt cannot write -
give her a phone call as a follow-up. Sending another note
of inquiry (with SASE) wil probably get you some
response. The amount of time to wait before a second
inquiry depends on what type of source you would like to
reply. Federal government offices can take up to 4 months
or more. County offices can reply as fast as a week or as
long as 2 months or more. Relatives may call you that night
or never write back. Use your discretion when it comes to
patience vs. prompting.
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THE HOMESTEAD STRIKE

From /# Aagoened mn Pennsyvama by Arthur D. Graeff,
Great Britain: John C. Winston Co., 1947

The general public is always the judge in the turbulent
disputes between organized labor and organized manage-
ment. Labor’s chief weapon in these controversies is the
strike or the treat to strike. Industry has, at various times,
used the lockout or the threat of it, as a weapon against the
demands of labor unions. Neither side can win a clear-cut
victory in these contests unless the sympathy of the public
is enlisted. When the contending parties resort to violence,
they usually alienate public sympathy.

One of the most violent conflicts in American labor history
took place in Homestead, Pennsylvania, in 1892. In this
instance both sides of the controversy took violent
measures, and both sides lost.

The Homestead mills of the great Carnegie Steel Company
employed nearly four thousand workmen in 1892. In 1889
the unionized workers in the mill had agreed upon the
terms of a coniract which was to extend for three years,
expiring on June 30, 1892. When the time came fo
negotiate a new contract, Andrew Carnegie was in
Scotland, having left the business in the care of his chief
assistant, Henry Clay Frick, chairman of Carnegie Brothers
and Company.

As negotiations for a new contract go underway, it became
evident that the company wanted to reduce the rate of pay
for piecework from thirty-six to twenty-two dollars per ton of
steel ingots manufactured. On the surface this appears to
have been a drastic reduction in wages for workmen. Since
the installation of new machinery during this period meant
that the men could double their production, it followed that
the employees would receive forty-four dollars per unit as
compared with the thirty-six paid under the old agreement.

The employees did not reason this way, however. They
claimed that the new wage rate was an actual reduction for
them. It is true that the men had profited greatly by the
increased efficiency of the piant, and the rate of thirty-six
dollars per unit had actually become seventy-two doliars
with the new machinery.

The owners of the company argued that the workers were
demanding all off the profits resulting from the new
machinery and that they were contributing no more labor
than they had before the changes were made. And there
were other points of disagreement between the company
and the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel, and Tin
Workers, the union which represented the Homestead
employees.

Many fruitless conferences were held between Frick and
union officials during the months preceding the June 30
deadline. Neither side was willing to compromise. Early in

(continued on page 16)
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June Frick, acting upon instructions from Carnegie, refused
to hold any more conferences. He ordered that barbed wire
be strung on the high board fence which surrounded the
mill and took other measures which convinced the men that
the company was preparing to withstand a siege or stage a
lockout. The term “Frick's Fort” was widely used to
express the contempt which the workers feit as they
viewed these tactics.

Contrary to Carnegie’s orders, however, Frick did hold a
conference with representatives of the union on June 23.
At This meeting the owners stated their final terms upon
which they would grant a new contract and gave the union
twenty-four hours to accept it. When June 24 passed
without such an acceptance, Frick adopted forceful mea-
sures. He engaged the Pinkerton Detective Agency in New
York to send three hundred men to act as guards at the
mill. Now the company’s intentions were clear. They would
keep the mill open to non-union empioyees who were
willing to accept the new wage rate, and the hired guards
would prevent strikers from interfering.

Fewer than one out of every five workers in the Homestead
mill was a member of the union. If the non-members had
sided with the company, it would have been possible for
Frick to conquer the Amalgamated Workers by using the
methods he planned. But the unorganized steel workers
cast their lot with the union and stayed away from the mills.

Meanwhile the union stationed pickets at the entrance to
the mill and, under the leadership of Hugh O’Donnell,
formed a militant force of four thousand men pledged to
resist any forcible attempt to operate the steel mill. These
men were organized into an “army” and a “navy.” The
“army” was divided into companies, and military units were
stationed at strategic points in the town. Some units
controlled the railroad stations; others patrolled the banks
of the Monongahela River; still others picketed the plant.

The “navy” consisted of one steamboat, the £oms and a
large number of small rowboats. It was the duty of the
“navy” to guard the water approaches to Homestead, lest
Frick secure reinforcements from Pittsburgh. An elaborate
system of signals was agreed upon to wamn both the
“army” and the “navy” of the approach of an “enemy.” The
strikers had commandeered the town of Homestead.

Early on the morning of July 6 a steam whistle screamed
its waming to the strike-bound town of Homestead. An
“enemy ship” had been sighted, steaming southward from
Pittsburgh. The Pinkerton men had arrived. They were
heading for Homestead on the li#e G/ and two small
barges.

The “army” was quickly mobilized and ordered to the
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riverbank. Men, Women, and children, assembled to
participate in the excitement, gazed northward along the
Monongahela, straining to catch a glimpse of the boats
carrying the hated Pinkerton men. The strikers were armed
with shotguns, rifles, and revolvers. Women and children
carried clubs and stones.

The Lie B/ came into view in the gray dawn, its two
barges towed in the rear. Without any show of fear the
steamer moved through the river in full view of the angry
crowd. Suddenly someone fired a gun at the ship. More
shots followed. But the L##e BSi/reached the mill landing
and lowered its gangplank to the shore. Meanwhile the
strikers broke down the fence which had been erected to
protect the mill landing. They surged into the landing area
and poured a fusillade of shots into the group of detectives
who were disembarking. This time the Pinkerton men
returned the fire, shooting into the mob. Both sides suffered
casuaities.

Hopelessly outnumbered, the Pinkerton men returned to
their steamboat and barges, gathered up their dead and
wounded, and ran the Lzt i/ up the river to safety. The
two barges were left behind, stranded in the river with
some of the detectives aboard.

The mob concentrated its efforts on the destruction of the
barges. Sticks of dynamite were hurled into the river;
barrels of oil were poured on the water and then ignited
with the intention of burning the barges. An ancient cannon
was dragged from its place on a lawn and loaded with
powder and iron scraps. The cannon roared several times
during the fight. When the Lt S//returned to tow away
the barges, the people on the bank again opened gunfire
on the steamboat. A second cannon was piaced on the
opposite side of the river to open a cross fire on the vessel,
but this proved to be poor tactics when one of the strikers
was killed by a piece of iron shot from the cannon across
the river.

The Pinkerton men raised a white flag to indicate
surrender. A volley of shots was the only answer. Mob
violence still held sway. That afternoon the union leaders
managed to restore order among the excited people who
lined the riverbank. When early in the evening, after an
all-day battle, the Pinkertons raised the flag of surrender a
second time, a truce was agreed upon and the fighting
stopped.

The detectives were permitted 1o land with the understand-
ing that they would march to Homestead’s town hall and
remain there as prisoners until they could be sent back to
Pittsburgh. The bedraggled survivors of the battle on the
barges surrendered their weapons before they landed.
Many of them were wounded, and three men had been
killed. The strikers counted seven dead. Sixty persons

(continued on page 17)
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were wounded.

The “march” of the defeated Pinkertons was a humiliating
experience. Although the fury of the mob had been brought
under control, the people were still very angry. Along the
streets between the scene of the battle and the town hall,
men, women, and children shouted insults at the detectives
as they marched to their place of imprisonment. On that
same night the sheriff of Allegheny County made arrange-
ments to move the unwelcome Pinkertons to Pittsburgh
where they found peace and safety.

On July 12 Governor William Stone declared a state of
martial law in Homestead. Eight thousand soldiers, mem-
bers of the state’s National Guard, were sent to maintain
order and establish a temporary military government.

The strikers lost their fight. In November they returned to
work in the mills. But the strikers were not the only losers.
Carnegie, Frick, and their associates lost a great deal of
their prestige as enlightened leaders of business, and the
public lost millions of man-hours of labor needed in the
production of goods. Ten persons lost their lives, and the
workmen lost four months’ wages. It was a futile misuse of
lives, time, and material.

BOOK REVIEWS
by Jack Sanders on Internet

MAP GUIDE TO CENSUSES

There are certain books that should be essential to every
serious genealogist’s library. One of these has just been
issued in a new -- and less expensive -- edition.

The Map Guide o the U.S Federal Censuses, 1790-7920,
is the most comprehensive and detailed book of its kind.
Using nearly 400 maps, the guide shows all boundaries of
counties, states and territories through all the available
censuses, including the 1920 census just opened.

Maps delineate both the old county lines and new ones for
each year a census was taken in the given state or territory
(whenever boundary changes had been made from the
time of the previous census’s map). This means you can
easily determine which census records to inspect for
ancestors whose place and era of residence you know or
suspect. Major Indian territories are also shown, and there
are innumerable notes on boundary changes.

if the 445-page guide offered nothing but the maps, it
would be well worth having. But authors William Thorndale
and William Dollarhide have included a great deal of
information on the censuses themselves, including a
rundown of the kinds of facts available in each and details
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on which county census lists survive and which don’t.
There is a guide 10 sources, including details on old county
lines. There is also an interesting section on census
accuracy, demonstrating some of the problems -- such as
transcription errors, incompleteness, and duplications of
data -- you may run into.

Last but hardly least is a complete index of approximately
3,250 U.S. counties, including ones no longer extant and
ones that have been renamed. The publisher says it's the
“most complete list of American counties ever published.”

The previous edition of the Map Guide, published in 1987,
cost $50. By switching from hardbound to paperback, the
cost has been reduced to $39.95. It should be widely
available from stores and societies or can be gotten
directly from Genealogical Publishing Company, Dept. SM,
1001 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Md., 21202-3897
(1-800-296-6687).

A-Z GUIDE TO RESEARCHING BRITISH ANCESTORS

Those with ancestors in Great Britain may be interested in
an update of a veteran and well-respected handbook from
Genealogical Publishing Company. 7%e A-Z Guide o
Tracing Ancestors i Bnfam, by F.C. Markwell and Pauline
Saul, has been expanded into a fourth edition, adding 32
pages of information to the third edition’s 224 pages. It's a
mini-encyclopedia of British family history research.

This illustrated paperback is described as “everything you
ever wanted to know about those curious British terms you
come across in your research.” Terms like Poor Law, State
Papers, GRO, Hind, and many hundreds of others are
covered in alphabetical articles, ranging from a few words
to a couple pages.

The book is not just a bunch of definitions of old terms. Its
beauty is that it provides much information about the term
that would be specifically of interest to a genealogist and,
where appropriate, the guide tells you where to find more
information. It includes tips, lore, bibliographies, sources,
addresses, and “signposts pointing to every conceivable
topic that could be of interest to the family historian.”

Among the articles are New Year's Resolutions for Family
Historians, the very first of which is “I will not be a bore
about my ancestors.” Clearly, the book is written with a
sense of humor. There is a complete index, plus maps
showing old and new counties in England, Scotland and
Ireland, and one to the record repositories in London.

It's a neat, comprehensive piece of work. Price is $17.95.

SUBSCRIBING to this newsletter gives you 10 issues a
year, free queries and help plus the option of going on
group field trips - all for $12! Write to the address on front.
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NEW BOOKS FOR NORTHLAND LIBRARY

At the September 3rd Board Meeting, it was voted to buy 6
new books for a donation to Northland Library genealogy
section. The following tities were selected:

Wil Absracts of Alkegheny Couny, Pennsylamia: Wil
Books [ through V, 1789 - 71844 compiled by Helen L.
Harnss, C.G. and Elizabeth J. Wall. 255 pages inciuding
every name index, $26.50.

Abstracts, Deed Books [/ and /[, Alegheny Couny,
Pennsykania compiled by Helen L. Harriss, C.G. 78 pages
including every name index, $15.90.

Marrigge Records of Squires lsaac and Josepl F. Mayes
compiled by Helen L. Harriss, C.G., Elizabeth J. Wall and
Betty Treat Petrich. 348 pages, $5.30.

An Index lo the 7798 Direct Tax for Pennsylamia:
Alkegheny Couny compiled by Helen L. Harriss, C.G. 15
pages, $2.12.

Two Lists of Fary Residents i Southwestem Fennsyl-
vania: Those Holding Viguia Grants, 7779 b 1785 &
Sgners of a Pettion o Form a New Stare compiled by
Helen L. Harriss, C.G. 34 pages, indexed, $8.48.

Guide lo Miltary Records 1 The Natonal Archimves,
Pennsylvamia Archives (Prnked) and Pennsylania Skale
Archives compiled by Helen Harriss, C.G. 17 pages, $4.24.

The above books may also be ordered from Mrs. Harriss
directly with a postage and handling fee. Write to her at 68
West Prospect Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205.

if you would like to see the society buy a particularly heipful
book and donate it to Northland Public Library, please
inform one of the Officers.

TELEPHONE GENEALOGY edited by Elissa Powell

“Telephone book genealogy” has always been a popular
(though not very productive) way to find relatives. Who has
not sat in a hotel room in a distant city and thumbed
through the telephone book? Others use their computer
and put out a world-wide message in hopes that others will
find their relatives in a local phone book. A few companies
have published sumame address books in the guise of a
“History of the Smith Family” or “Smiths Across America”
which contain a few general suggestions on researching
your family, perhaps even a blank form or two, but mostly
just “telephone book” listings of everyone of that surname.
if you have a common sumame, this will not be very
helpful. if you wish to have such a list (perhaps you have a
rare surname or want to publicize a family book to
everyone with the surname), then there are cheaper ways
to get the data you seek. Read on:
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Below was abstracted by Richard Pence on Internet from a
computer bulletin board procedures guide with his com-
ments following:

REQUESTS FOR PHONE BOOK SEARCHES. Blanket
requests for phone book searches resuit in duplicate
messages from some areas and none from others (and in
the case of relatively common names are not much help).
Remember that most libraries will have collections of phone
books or a microfiche of such books available for
searching. There are also companies which will provide
you these listing at a reasonable cost. Also, CompuServe
offers an on-line name-and-address search service. Ances-
try, Inc,, a Sait Lake City genealogical book publisher,
offers at modest cost a similar search of what it says is a
database of 90 million U.S. names and addresses. (In fact,
all of these services may be relying on the same general
database.) In terms of the Genealogy Conference, it's best
if you restrict telephone requests to asking for addresses of
individual people in spectfic cities and direct your wholesale
requests to one of the other sources. You'll get more
reliable resulits.

Besides the CompuServe name-and-address file, you can
have U.S. sumame address searches done by the
following two organizations:

COMPUTER GENEALOGIES, INC. Suite 113 2031 North
Broad St. Landsdale, PA 19446

This company will provide its list either as a printout or on
disk. The disk file has fields within double quotes. Each
field is separated by a comma. Fields are variable length.
The fields are: “Sumame”, “First name [M.L]”, “Street
address”, “City”, “State”, “Zip”. Each record is delimited by
a CR/LF, i.e. OD OA. The list is terminated by 1A. The cost
for one surname is about $20.

ANCESTRY, INC. P.O.Box 476 Sait Lake City, UT
84110-0476 Orders: 1-800-531-1790

They will search the entire U.S. for $10 for the first 250
listings. Each additional 250 is $5. May also be ordered via
Prodigy with billing on MC or Visa. Data can be printed on
paper or directly onto labels. Not sure if data can be
obtained on disk.

There has been discussion here on the reliability of these
lists (which include phone book information as well as
information from other sources, such as real estate
transactions), but considering how mobile our society is
today they probably are as good a listing as can be found.

When you consider the costs of sending a few dozen
messages around the world via this echo as opposed to
ordering a list it looks t0 me as if buying a list if more cost
effective and reliable (even though they are your own
dollars being spent and not someone else’s!).
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ST. ALOYSIUS 100th ANNIVERSARY

from North Hills News Records, 29 Aug 1992, page A5

The original St. Aloysius Church in Reserve Township was
dedicated January 8, 1893, after a year of parish
organization, planning and construction. The parish was
formed from Most Holy Name in Troy Hill so Reserve
Township’s German Catholics would not have to travel the
2 1/2 miles to church or to St. Anthony’s in Millvale.
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Rev. Ciement KROGMANN became the first resident
pastor.

In 1947, the parish bought more land for expansion and, in
1957, the old building was razed in favor of a new
church-school building. Father (Joseph) YOUNG Center
was named after the first priest to be ordained from the
parish. Young was ordained June 26, 1921, and later
served as pastor at St. Aloysius from 1946 to 1972. During
that time the current church-school combination building

“The roads were in unimproved condition and the going was built. He was pastor emeritus until his death in 1987.

and coming from Church caused a grave inconvenience. In
the wintertime, the roads were simply impassable,” says a
history of St. Aloysius.

Property for the church was donated by Aloysius NIE-
DERST, for whom the church is named. The combination
church, school and rectory was dedicated January 8, 1893,
in a service at which sermons were preached in English
and German.

After the death of the Rev. Suitbert MOLLINGER, pastor
of Most Holy Name Church and the new offshoot, the Rev.
John B. DUFFNER served briefly and, in May 1893, the

Yes, as a member of the North Hills Genealogists, I plan to attend the trip
to the Carnegie Library, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Oakland on Saturday, October
24th, at 9:30 A.M. [Please return this form to the address on the
newsletter or to one of the officers by Tuesday, October 20th.]

Name: Home phone:

I am interested in car pooling to the Carnegie Library: Yes

I am interested in serving as a car pool driver: Yes No

Yes, as a member of the North Hills Genealogists, I plan to attend the trip
to West Virginia University Library, Morgantown, West Virginia, on
Saturday, October 31st, at 9:30 A.M. [Please return this form to the
address on the newsletter or to one of the officers by Tuesday, October
27th.]

NOTE: By October 31gt, the librarv gshould have BOTH the 1920 SQUNDEX AND

n r W virgini

Name : Home phone:

No

I am interested in car pooling to West Virginia University: Yes

Yes No

I am interested in serving as a car pool driver:
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WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET

Oct. 1, 7:30 PM: North Hills Genealogists Board Meeting,
Northiand Library Room # 2.

Oct. 8, 8 PM: Western PA Genealogical Society meeting at
the Historical Society Building on Bigelow Bivd. Topic:
“Homestead Strike Centennial”

Oct. 17, 10 am: Scottish Interest Group of the Western PA
Genealogical Society at the Historical Society. All are
welcome! Call David McMunn (364-1816) for more info.

Oct. 20, 7 PM: Reguiar North Hills Genealogists Meeting
on “Irish Research” with Pat Power

Oct. 24, 9:30 am: Field trip for members to Carnegie
Library Pennsylvania Room. Please see sign-up sheet.

Oct. 31, 9:30 am: Field trip for members to West Virginia
University Library, Morgantown, WV

Nov. 14: Field trip for members to Western Reserve
Library, Cleveland, OH
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LETTER FORWARDING HELP
reprinted from Anne Arundel Speaks, June 1992, page 66

Looking for a missing heir or long-lost friend? The Social
Security Administration’s letter forwarding service will send
a letter from you to the missing person providing the
purpose of your search is either humanitanian (locating an
estranged family member or lost friend) or monetary
(tracing a missing heir). “The letter has 10 contain
information that we determine the missing person wants to
know,” says spokesman Phil Gambino. You have to
provide the person’s date of birth, parent's names or other
identifying information. The agency won't reveal the
person’s whereabouts or verify that the letter was received:
it simply acts as the intermediary. There is no charge for
humanitarian requests; other searches cost $3. Write

Social Security Administration

Office of Central Records Operations
300 N. Greene St., Room 1312
Tower Metro West

Baltimore, MD 21201.

NEXT MEETING: OCT. 20, 7 PM, "IRISH RESEARCH" with PAT POWER

NORTH HILLS GENEALOG/STS
6/o Northland Public Library

300 Cumberfand Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5455
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