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NHG NEWS 

Webinar Series Set for 2022 

 
The 2022 NHG Webinar Series continues on 
Saturday, 21 May 2022 at 11:00 A.M. 

Eastern time when Lisa A. Alzo, MFA, 
presents "Overcoming Brickwalls in Eastern 

European Research" virtually using Zoom. 
The free webinar is the third in the 2022 
series. Alzo states, "Research in Eastern 

Europe can be a challenging process. 
Sorting out surnames, trying to identify 

ancestral hometowns, and deciphering old 
country records to connect families are just 
a few of the obstacles often encountered 

along the way. Through research examples, 
this session will demonstrate lesser utilized 

research tactics, and discuss repositories 
and key resources used to locate informa-
tion about your elusive Eastern European 

ancestors." 
 

Alzo is a freelance writer, instructor, and 
internationally recognized lecturer, speciali-
zing in Eastern European genealogical 

research, writing your family history, and 
tracing female and immigrant ancestors. 

She grew up in Duquesne, Pennsylvania, 
and earned a Bachelor of Science degree 

from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1987 
and a Master of Fine Arts degree in Non-
fiction Writing from the University of 

Pittsburgh in 1997. Lisa is the author of 
eleven books, including The Family Tree 

Polish, Czech and Slovak Genealogy Guide, 
and the award-winning Three Slovak 
Women. She developed the Eastern 

European Research Certificate Program for 
the National Institute for Genealogical 

Studies.  
 

An avid genealogist for more than thirty 
years, Lisa chronicles her family history 

adventures on her blog, The Accidental 
Genealogist online at: www 

.theaccidentalgenealogist.com. NHG is glad 
to welcome back Lisa A. Alzo as a 2022 
webinar presenter.  

 
Register in advance for the May 21st NHG 

Webinar about Eastern European research 
at: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting 
/register/tZAqd-mtqDwtG9wHreaXx2I-

v3nuXv_ngDzg. 
 

On 4 June 2022 at 11:00 A.M. Eastern time, 
NHG has scheduled a bonus event, so this 
year there will be a total of seven webinars! 

Allison DePrey Singleton, a librarian for 
the Genealogy Center of Allen County Public 

Library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, will present 
"Getting to Know the Genealogy Center 
from Home" in a free virtual program using 

Zoom. The goals include demonstrating how 
to access the vast collection of print and 

digital research material from home, 
suggestions for pre-planning a visit to The 
Genealogy Center, and a visual tour of this 

repository.  
 

At the library Singleton provides research 
consultations, serves on the center’s 
programming team, and leads its family 

history webinars and educational initiatives. 
Allison presented at the 2020 RootsTech 

Conference, the 2018 Indiana Genealogical 
Society Conference, and was slated to speak 

at the 2020 National Genealogical Society’s 
Librarians’ Day. As a part of her position at 
The Genealogy Center, Allison was a Co- 

Chair of the 2018 Federation of Genealogical 
(continued on page 83) 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

 

“Have you been writing?" My husband asks 
me this question quite regularly, because he 
knows that I just don’t like to stop 

researching to write. Yet, we genealogists 
know it’s important to write about our family 

histories.  
 
The thing is, I love to do research, and I love 

to read stories others have written about 
their families. I’ve always been interested in 

everyday people and their families. The 
majority of people in the past and even 

today are just common—not wealthy, not 
extraordinary—but still very special. They 
affect their family, their friends, and their 

communities often in quiet or unremarkable 
ways through their actions and words, 

ultimately influencing future generations. 
When I read about families, I focus upon 
their complexities and dynamics and how 

members navigate issues. I guess I must 
admit I like it when someone rocks the boat, 

when they challenge other members to 
think about what they believe and why they 
believe or act in a certain way. 

 
One of my favorite books is Slaves in the 

Family by Edward Ball. The author 
researched his ancestors’ journey from 
England to South Carolina as well as the 

many facets of their history as plantation 
owners. He also reports on his interviews 

with the descendants of the family’s slaves, 
many of whom share the same ancestors as 
Mr. Ball. We learn too that some of the 

author’s white family members pressured 
him to cease his investigation into other 

family branches, but to their dismay, Mr. 
Ball did not heed their advice. For me, this 
book is interesting on so many levels—the 

research, the history, and the family 
dynamics then and now.  

 
A newly published book that I’m looking 
forward to reading is Ancestor Trouble by 

Maud Newton. Conducting genealogical re-
search, the author attempts to learn about 
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her ancestors and to reconcile outrageous 
family anecdotes with the truth. You may 

have recently heard Ms. Newton’s interviews 
on television or watched a YouTube present-

ation where she discusses her book. From 
what I’ve heard and excerpts I’ve read, I 
believe the book will tackle family dynamics 

and help the author in her understanding of 
her family today. I can’t wait to read it, 

uninterrupted, and take it all in.  
 
I know that I will never write a book like 

Edward Ball and Maud Newton have. But I 
also know it’s imperative that I write! We 

often hear during our genealogy meetings 
how important it is that we write our stories 
. . . otherwise they’ll be lost. I do believe 

that to be true! After all, I’m doing the 
research, and I believe that others want the 

finished product, not the research notes. 
 

I think one of the things that has hindered 
me from writing is that I just don’t know 
where to start. I also have had the idea that 

the finished product should be compre-
hensive and perfect. Not true! Therefore I’ll 

start with something easy and small, such 
as when my grandmother moved in with us 
or the family reunions we held over the 

Christmas holidays. I thought I’d start with 
an outline and rough draft, just jotting down 

the things I remember and what I really 
want to include. As I progress with my 
memories and stories, the process might 

help me to write about my parents and 
ancestors. I’ll at least give it a try. This way, 

when my husband asks that question, “Have 
you been writing?” at least I can say “YES!”  
 

If you’re wondering about writing, North 
Hills Genealogists has a Writing Special 

Interest Group (SIG). It has been on hiatus 
because of the pandemic, but it will begin to 
meet in-person again on May 21st. Check 

our website for up-to-date information 
about the Writing SIG and other special 

interest groups that may interest you! 

    ~ Linda 

NHG NEWS 
(continued from page 81) 

 
Societies Conference. She is also a 
Northeast Regional Co-Coordinator for 

Indiana's National History Day. In addition 
to her employment activities, Allison is also 

on the board of the Indiana Genealogical 
Society and Indiana German Heritage 
Society.  

 
Additional webinars for the 2022 Series 

include:  
· Saturday, 23 July 2022 at 11:00 A.M. 

Eastern – Diahan Southard, Founder and 
CEO of Your DNA Guide and genetic 
genealogist will present "Connecting Your 

DNA Matches". 
· Saturday, 24 September 2022 at 11:00 

A.M. Eastern – D. Joshua Taylor, 
president of the New York Genealogical 
and Biographical Society and avid 

genealogist will present "15 Tools for 
Tracing Your New York Ancestors Online". 

· Friday, 11 November 2022 at 7:00 P.M. 
Eastern – Katherine R. Wilson, 
genealogist and educator, will present 

"Preserving Veterans' Voices" to honor our 
military ancestors on Veterans' Day. 

 
Each of NHG's 2022 webinars are detailed 
on the "Meetings and Events" webpage of 

our website at www.NorthHillsGenealogists 
.org/eventListings.php?nm=47. Registra-

tion is required for each webinar, 
individually. Thank you for planning to 
attend the webinars in 2022. 

 
Election of Officers Due June 30th 

 
Four members have volunteered to run in 
the 2022–23 NHG election of officers. A 

ballot featuring biographies of each candi-
date is included on page 89 of this 

newsletter. There are two ways to vote: use 
the link on page 89 to vote electronically or 
use the ballot and mail in your vote to NHG 

no later than 30 June 2022.  
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Two SIGs Restart Meetings in May  
 

The NHG Writing SIG will resume meetings 
this month after a hiatus. The Writing SIG 

will be meeting in-person on Saturday, 21 
May 2022 from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. in the 
Yates Conference Room of the Shaler North 

Hills Library. New members are welcome to 
join. The NHG Pennsylvania SIG has also 

made plans to start to meet once again. The 
Pennsylvania SIG will be meeting in-person 
on Wednesday, 25 May 2022 from 6:00 to 

8:00 P.M. in the Yates Conference Room of 
the Shaler North Hills Library. New group 

members are welcome. Thank you to the 
volunteer leaders who arranged for these 
SIGS to meet. 

 
The other NHG SIGs are continuing their 

schedule of gatherings. On May 19th, the 
German SIG will hold its monthly meeting 

virtually, using Zoom. On May 21st, the 
Research Workshop SIG will meet virtually 
on Zoom. NHG's Eastern Europe SIG will 

next meet on June 6th using Zoom. The next 
meeting of the Genetic Genealogy DNA SIG 

is planned for June 11th. This will be a 
hybrid meeting. All of the SIGs are listed on 
our website at www.NorthHillsGenealogists 

.org/cpage.php?pt=43. 
 

USING THE 1950 CENSUS 
 
To summarize the current state of the 1950 

census collection for genealogical research, 
review the following information listed here. 
The National Archives (NARA) site has the 

complete set of images with limited 
searching fields. Ancestry, FamilySearch, 

and MyHeritage have the complete set of 
images available for page-by-page 
browsing, and certain states have been 

indexed. It is a time saver in using these 
sites to narrow down to the location where 

family members lived by using Steve 
Morse's One-Step webpage to access 
enumeration district (ED) maps and to 

discover specific ED numbers.  
 

Ancestry is releasing fully indexed and 
searchable portions of the 1950 census each 

Wednesday until the entire record set is 
searchable. FamilySearch is collaborating 

with Ancestry to prepare the census. 
FamilySearch volunteers across the nation 
are taking time to proofread and edit the 

census records that are being mechanically 
indexed in order to create a more accurate 

searching experience for all researchers. 
FamilySearch has recruited the volunteers, 
including about thirty NHG members, to 

index the census records, once released by 
Ancestry.  

 
Several genealogists are providing timely 
updates as the searchable index is prepared 

for the 1950 census. Crista Cowan of 
Ancestry is hosting a live weekly update on 

Wednesdays at noon through Ancestry's 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com 

/AncestryUS and YouTube channel www 
.youtube.com/channel/UCsc0AQkAh_2cQm
xqwD6VWRw. Randy Seaver has multiple in-

depth blog posts on Genea-Musings that 
outline the process for indexing and 

releasing 1950 census records, including 
great links. Genea-Musings is found at: 
www.geneamusings.com. Judy Russell has 

detailed information on her blog The Legal 
Genealogist, found at www.legalgenealogist 

.com/2022/05/05/ancestry-releases-1950-
index. This post reveals that Ancestry 
announced the completion of its "first pass" 

at machine-indexing the entire 1950 
census.  

 
For information about FamilySearch and the 
1950 census, refer to updates and archived 

articles online: www.familysearch.org 
/getinvolved/1950. In addition to actively 

using social media and YouTube, Ancestry 
also utilizes a web page to post current 
press releases: www.ancestry.com 

/corporate/newsroom/press-releases. 
Genealogist Amy Johnson Crow has 

published a good video explaining the 
indexing efforts and how to search the 1950 
census, found at: www.youtube.com/watch 
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?v=JcmnD5MC5Y8. If your preference is to 
use MyHeritage, find details about the 1950 

census here: www.myheritage.com/census 
/us/1950census. This is the best current 

information to present for those eager to 
search the 1950 census. 
 

HERITAGE RESOURCES: MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS 

 

By Amy Arner, NHG Newsletter Co-editor 
 

Many of us have ancestors who worked as 
doctors, midwives, nurses, or pharmacists. 
Depending on the era, we can find a variety 

of information about these ancestors. This 
may include general information about 

working in the field as well as details about 
our specific ancestors.  
 

Researchers can use diaries, journals, 
letters, newspaper articles, and scrapbooks 

to learn about what life was like for people 
working in the medical field. When doing so, 
researchers should look for material from 

the same location and time frame as their 
ancestor’s career. For example, if an ances-

tor served as a nurse during World War I, 
the letters Luella Davis wrote while at Camp 
Dix in New Jersey, which are now held by 

Penn State Harrisburg, may be useful. 
Diaries, journals, letters, and scrapbooks 

are usually held by archives, colleges, his-
torical societies, and universities, although 
sometimes the special collections depart-

ments of public libraries will have these 
types of materials. Finding this type of ma-

terial involves using ArchiveGrid (https:// 
researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid). This is 

a searchable catalog of archival material. 
Not all archives, colleges, historical 
societies, and universities participate in 

ArchiveGrid, so researchers will need to 
identify institutions with archival collections 

in the area where their ancestors lived. 
 
In Europe and the United States, formal 

education for people working in the medical 

field didn’t start until the eighteenth cen-
tury. Before that people who wanted to work 

in the field apprenticed to established 
practitioners. An article with a good descrip-

tion of the history of medical schools in the 
United States is available at https://journals 
.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/215658721

1427404. Another good history is in Ruth J. 
Abram’s book “Send Us a Lady Physician” 

Women Doctors in America 1835–1920, 
which provides a good overview of medicine 
during the nineteenth century.  

 
Schools may have records of the students 

who attended. If these records still exist, 
they are likely held by the schools. The 
records may not be available digitally, 

instead requiring a visit to or correspond-
ence with the school’s archive. A digital 

example is the “University of Pennsylvania’s 
Selected Lists of Medical Students, 1805–

1860” (https://archives.upenn.edu/exhibits 
/penn-history/medical-student-lists). Re-
searchers may also be able to find student 

class pictures, course catalogs, and more. 
There may be access restrictions due to 

privacy considerations.  
 
In the United States, those in the medical 

field are usually required to be licensed or 
registered. This usually happens at the state 

level. In Pennsylvania, the state archives 
has records about those who applied for a 
license or registered. Examples include the 

“Book of Midwives,” (https://gencat 
.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-

state-archives/permalink.html?key 
=coll3134) and the “Registration Books for 
Assistant Pharmacists 1887–1945,” 

(https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com 
/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink 

.html?key=coll3158). The archives also has 
a manuscript collection from the 
Pennsylvania State Nurses Association, 

(https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com 
/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink 

.html?key =class1707).  
 
There are other ways to learn about our 
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https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2156587211427404
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2156587211427404
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2156587211427404
https://archives.upenn.edu/exhibits/penn-history/medical-student-lists
https://archives.upenn.edu/exhibits/penn-history/medical-student-lists
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3134
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3134
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3134
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3134
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3158
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3158
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=coll3158
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=class1707
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=class1707
https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=class1707


May 2022 www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org Vol. 32 – No. 9: Page 86 
 

ancestors in the medical field. Cyndi’s List, 
www.cyndislist.com, has a “Medical & 

Medicine” category. The American Associa-
tion for the History of Nursing has a selected 

bibliography of books about the topic at 
www.aahn.org/historical-methodology. 
Michelle Higgs’s book Tracing Your Medical 

Ancestors: A Guide for Family Historians is 
focused on the United Kingdom; however 

some of the included historical information 
will apply to most locations. 
 

TECH TIPS: SAVING LINKS AND 
RESOURCES  

 

By Sue Ennis, NHG Co-Editor 
 

Over years of attending genealogical 
programs, conferences, and webinars, it is 
easy to collect a myriad of multi-page 

handouts, titles of reference books, and link 
after link for great research resources. Many 

enthusiastic genealogists and family histori-
ans intend to use every link, book, and/or 
handout content that they collect; however, 

without a system of organizing these many 
sources, they can be forgotten and the 

insightful resource never accessed. If it is 
valuable enough to note, then it is probably 
worth using to advance research. 

 
Consider using an Excel spreadsheet or 

table in Word or Pages to list all relevant 
sites and resources presented during a 
program for use in future research. A 

spreadsheet or table is searchable, once 
created, by using a key word or category to 

find any resource by topic, location, or any 
other sub-division of the list. Another 

suggestion is to use OneNote, Evernote, or 
any similar, searchable application to store 
links and source information gathered from 

genealogical speakers. These are also 
searchable.  

 
The idea is to make an immediate notation 
and to preserve the link or title in a digital 

file. When attending or viewing any presen-

tation, open the previously created 
"Resource File" for genealogical research. 

Copy and paste any links presented. This 
can be done throughout a presentation or 

very soon after a program ends. In this way, 
the rationale for actually using each 
resource can be noted in a column for 

"Comments" or "Value of Resource". There 
may be a learning curve to developing the 

habit of using a log of items for future 
research, but if the process is consistent, 
genealogical researchers will be left with a 

fantastic collection of places to search for 
ancestral information.  
 

CRANBERRY FHC CHANGES 
HOURS 
 

The Cranberry Family History Center (FHC) 
has changed its hours. It is now open 

Wednesdays from 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
and 6:45 P.M. to 8:15 P.M.  
 

WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET 

 
Sat., 14 May 2022, 10:30 A.M. 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 
During “Western PA Q&A: Westmoreland 
County,” experts from historical societies 

and libraries will help people determine what 
to do next in their genealogical research. To 

register, please visit www.wpgs.org/rc-
events/western-pa-qa-save-the-date.  
 

Sun., 15 May 2022, 12:30 P.M. 
NASHI PREDKY 

 
The Ukrainian History and Education Center 
will hold an abbreviated conference 

virtually. Planned lectures include “Jewish 
Russian Empire Research: A Case Study 

from the Chernihv Region,” “Searching in 
the 1950 Census with and without a Name 

Index,” and “Researching in the Archives 
and Registry of Vital Statistics in the Former 
Galicia and Bukovina.” For complete details 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
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and to register, please visit www.UkrHEC 
.org/np-2022.  

 
Mon., 16 May 2022, 1:00 P.M. 

MT. LEBANON GENEALOGY SOCIETY  
 
The Mt. Lebanon group has resumed in-

person meetings. In May Rebecca Kichta 
Miller will present “Electrifying Your Family 

Tree.” The meeting will be held at the Mt. 
Lebanon Library, 16 Castle Shannon Blvd., 
Pittsburgh. Pre-registration is required and 

space is limited. Please visit www 
.mtlebanonlibrary.org/306/Genealogy-

Society for more information and a link to 
register. 
 

Thu., 19 May 2022, 7:00 P.M. 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 
 

GSP’s Third Thursday Webinar will feature 
Tim Pinnick presenting “Using African 
American Newspapers to Find Your 

Pennsylvania Ancestors and More.” This 
program is free and open to the general 

public. GSP members will have access to a 
recording for sixty days after the live 
presentation. More information about this 

and future programs from GSP are available 
at www.genpa.org/events. 

 
Sun., 22 May 2022, 1:00 P.M. 
JEWISH GENEALOGY SOCIETY OF 

PITTSBURGH 
 

Warren Blatt will present “Jewish Given 
Names” virtually. The cost of the event is 
$5.00. To register, please visit www 

.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-
genealogical-society-warren-blatt-may-22-

22.  
 
Mon., 23 May 2022, 10:30 A.M. 

ZELIENOPLE AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

The library is hosting a hybrid session about 
genealogy. Use this Zoom link to join the 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j 

/84853767407?pwd=ckF4UEg1K0FTY0FYZ
mxBQlFGbm9KUT09. The meeting ID is 848 

5376 7407 and the passcode is 571347. 
 

24–28 May 2022 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
CONFERENCE 

 
NGS's in-person conference in Sacramento, 

California has two options to view sessions 
virtually. The first includes ten sessions on 
27 and 28 May. The second option is for the 

on-demand streaming of twenty, forty, or 
sixty lectures. More information is available 

at https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org.  
 
Wed., 25 May 2022, 6:30 P.M. 

CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB 
 

Sierra Green, an archivist at the Heinz 
History Center, will present “Exploring the 

Collection: Heinz History Center Detre 
Library and Archives.” This will be a hybrid 
program, with people able to attend in-

person at the Cranberry Public Library or via 
Zoom. For more information, please visit 

www.cranberrygenealogy.org. 
 
Thurs., 9 June 2022, 7:00 P.M. 

HEINZ HISTORY CENTER 
 

Author Russell Shorto will discuss his re-
cently published book, Smalltime: A Story of 
My Family and the Mob. The event will be 

held in a hybrid format. The cost is $5 per 
person for members and $10 for non-

members. Watch www.heinzhistorycenter 
.org/events for updates. 
 

Tues., 14 June 2022, 7:00 P.M. 
CORNERSTONE GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY 
 
Dan Clendaniel will discuss his book Such 

Hard and Severe Service: The 85th 
Pennsylvania in the Civil War. The meeting 

will be held at the group’s facility at 144 East 
Greene Street, Waynesburg. More 
information is available at www 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
http://www.ukrhec.org/np-2022
http://www.ukrhec.org/np-2022
http://www.mtlebanonlibrary.org/306/Genealogy-Society
http://www.mtlebanonlibrary.org/306/Genealogy-Society
http://www.mtlebanonlibrary.org/306/Genealogy-Society
https://genpa.org/events/
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-warren-blatt-may-22-22
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-warren-blatt-may-22-22
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-warren-blatt-may-22-22
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-warren-blatt-may-22-22
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84853767407?pwd=ckF4UEg1K0FTY0FYZmxBQlFGbm9KUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84853767407?pwd=ckF4UEg1K0FTY0FYZmxBQlFGbm9KUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84853767407?pwd=ckF4UEg1K0FTY0FYZmxBQlFGbm9KUT09
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org/
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events
http://www.cornerstonegenealogy.com/monthlyevents
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.cornerstonegenealogy.com/monthlyevents.  
 

18–19 June 2022 
WESTMORELAND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 
 
The group’s Frontier Court Days return. Re-

enactments of eighteenth century court 
cases are planned. Updates to plans are 

found online at: www.westmorelandhistory 
.org/events-and-programs. 
 

24–26 June 2022 
ONTARIO ANCESTORS CONFERENCE 

 
The Ontario Genealogical Society’s 
conference features three days of virtual 

learning. The first day focuses on the 
subscription website MyHeritage.com. The 

second and third days will have two lecture 
streams, and lectures will be recorded. 

Attendees can access the recordings 
through 31 July. Find information at: 
https://conference2022.ogs.on.ca.  

 
8–9 July 2022 

SOUTH CAROLINA GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY 
 

SCGS’s annual workshop will cover two 
days, the first in-person at the South 

Carolina Department of Archives and the 
second virtually. Details are available at 
www.scgen.org/workshop.  

 
9 July–30 September 2022 

CELTIC CONNECTIONS 
 
The annual Celtic Connections conference 

will be held virtually. The talks will be pre-
recorded; however speakers will be 

available for live chats. Six tracks are 
planned: Researching the Celtic Diaspora, 
Emigration and Immigration Patterns, 

Unique Research Resources, DNA, 
Methodologies, and Case Studies. Please 

visit www.celtic-connections.org for more 
information and to register. 

Sat., 9 July 2022, 9:00 A.M. CDT 
MCHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY CONFERENCE 
 

This year’s conference will be virtual, 
featuring Maureen Brady, Peggy Clemens 
Lauritzen, Michael John Neill, and Paula 

Stuart-Warren. Each speaker will present 
four lectures. Attendees must choose which 

lectures they will attend when registering. 
For more information, please visit www 
.mcigs.org/conference.html. 

 
15–16 July 2022 

MIDWESTERN ROOTS 
 
This year’s conference will be held at the 

Indianapolis Marriott East. Thirty-one 
speakers will present lectures and 

workshops about genealogical topics. More 
information is available at www 

.indianahistory.org/research/family-history 
/midwestern-roots.  
 

25–29 July 2022 
FOUNDATION FOR EAST EUROPEAN 

FAMILY HISTORY STUDIES 
 
The FEEFHS conference will be held virtually. 

It will feature ten tracks: Austro-Hungarian, 
DNA, German, Mixed Germanic, Germans 

from Eastern Europe, Germans from 
Russian, Jewish, Polish, Resources, and 
Russian Empire/USSR. Please visit www 

.feefhs.org/conference for more 
information. 

 
21–25 August 2022 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES 
CONFERENCE 

 
Registration is open for this virtual 
conference. The event will feature live-

streamed and pre-recorded lectures. 
Lecture recordings will be available to 

attendees until 25 October 2022. For more 
information, please visit www.iajgs.org. 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
http://www.cornerstonegenealogy.com/monthlyevents
https://westmorelandhistory.org/events-and-programs/
https://westmorelandhistory.org/events-and-programs/
https://conference2022.ogs.on.ca/
http://www.scgen.org/workshop
http://www.celtic-connections.org/
https://www.mcigs.org/conference.html
https://www.mcigs.org/conference.html
http://www.indianahistory.org/research/family-history/midwestern-roots
http://www.indianahistory.org/research/family-history/midwestern-roots
http://www.indianahistory.org/research/family-history/midwestern-roots
http://www.feefhs.org/conference
http://www.feefhs.org/conference
http://www.iajgs.org/
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2022–2023 CANDIDATES FOR OFFICERS OF THE NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS 

PRESIDENT 

Robert J. Boston is currently serving as NHG vice president, stepping in mid-year as he 

volunteered to fill a vacancy. A four-year member, Rob has been involved in NHG’s programs from 

the beginning, including serving on the conference committee for four years. Having lived in the 

Pittsburgh area most of his life has given him a deep interest in researching this area and its 

history. His family has been from Pittsburgh for several generations; his interest in genealogy 

began in junior high with the collecting and recording of family stories and has grown from there. 

He currently resides in the Coraopolis area. He’s employed by Black Knight in the information 

technology field and lives with his companion dog Blake and cat Buddy.  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Linda (Kranz) Loewer, an active member of NHG, recently moved from Ross Township to 

California with her husband Chris. Linda has always been interested in genealogy and history. She 

grew up in a family that admired their ancestors, shared stories, and met annually at family 

reunions. Her family also saved and passed down heirlooms and artifacts. She has recorded the 

stories she heard as a child, videotaped family members reminiscing about their childhood, and 

trudged through many, many cemeteries in search of ancestors and family stories. She is a 

member of NHG, the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, and the Western New York 

Genealogical Society. She serves on the NHG’s conference committee and attends the DNA SIG 

meetings as often as possible.  

SECRETARY 

Kim Paulson is a native of the North Hills area. She grew up in Shaler and has lived in McCandless 

and Gibsonia. Kim earned her bachelor’s degree in business from LaRoche and has worked at PNC 

Financial Services for thirty-four years. Kim joined NHG in 2012 and has been a board member for 

ten years, where she efficiently serves as secretary; Kim also volunteers on the NHG conference 

committee. She enjoys researching her family history and is continually learning about genealogy 

through NHG members and programs. Her interest in genealogy started when she first watched the 

show Who Do You Think You Are? and since then, Kim has been tracing her ancestors in the 

Pittsburgh area and beyond. When she’s not researching her family history, Kim enjoys traveling, 

gardening, and creating craft projects.  

TREASURER 

Reed B. Powell is the current and longtime NHG treasurer. He recently retired from working in the 

computer industry with Merkle, an Internet marketing company in Greentree, and enjoys traveling. 

Reed also serves as the webmaster for NHG, and he lectures locally and nationally about the use of 

technology in genealogical research and resources. He has participated actively in the leadership of 

NHG for all thirty-one years of our organization.  

2022–2023 NHG BALLOT 

NHG members may vote this year electronically on the NHG website to submit your ballot using 

this link: https://forms.gle/uJ4DG3ocjvGTpzYP8 or by mailing a completed ballot to: North Hills 

Genealogists, P.O. Box 169, Wexford, PA 15090. If mailing your ballot, please mark the 

outside of the envelope with the word BALLOT. All ballots must be received by 30 June 2022.  

President  Rob Boston  _____   Write in ______________________ 

  

Vice President Linda Loewer _____   Write in ______________________ 

 

Secretary   Kim Paulson _____   Write in ______________________ 

  

Treasurer   Reed Powell _____   Write in ______________________ 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
https://forms.gle/uJ4DG3ocjvGTpzYP8
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PO Box 169 
Wexford, PA 15090 

 

 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 
Dated Material 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
UPCOMING NHG PROGRAMS 

Remember that everyone must register for each event in advance. The links to do so are available at 
www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47.  
 
Monday, 16 May 2022, 7:00 P.M. – “Pittsburgh Genealogy 101: A Guide to Researching in the Steel 
City” 

Kate Townsend, NHG Program Co-chair 
Have you dabbled in genealogical research for your Pittsburgh ancestors? Do you think there might be more 
records out there, but you don't know where or how to find them? Learn what is available both online and 
offline. Find out how you can access more atypical genealogical records (i.e. criminal records, historic maps, 
coroner's files, etc.) for your Pittsburgh-based ancestors. This program will be held virtually. 
 
Monday, 20 June 2022, 7:00 P.M. – “Research Logs: Write It or Regret It” 

Rebecca Whitman Koford, CG, CGL 
Why is this such an important topic? Organizing is key to understanding. If you can’t find it, how can you 

compare and analyze the facts and clues in your ancestor’s life? This presentation introduces three organizational 
tools and how they can work together to improve your analysis skills and get closer to finding the answers you 
need. This program will be held virtually. 
 
Monday, 11 July 2022, 7:00 P.M. – “Clinical Tips to Manage Uncomfortable Conversations about 

Surprising DNA Test Results” 
Karen Stanbary, CG 
Stanbary will offer tips to reduce stress and change the outcome of difficult conversations about unexpected 
DNA results. The tips are designed to change the cognitive frame from a discussion of rights to a discussion of 
respect and resiliency. She will include recommendations about ethically obtaining informed consent. This 
program will be held virtually. Note that this is the second Monday of the month, not the third Monday. 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47

