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NHG BECOMES A NON-PROFIT 
CORPORATION 
 

By Reed Powell, NHG Treasurer 
 

In the March 2020 issue of the newsletter, 

the board announced that we were seeking 
to incorporate. Well, the pandemic derailed 

our plans as government agencies shut 

down. Finally, progress has been made, and 

we are now an official Pennsylvania Non-
Profit Corporation. In the coming weeks we 

will be updating our bylaws to conform to 

Pennsylvania and IRS standards and will 
publish those for your reading and formal 

approval. Our next step will then be to file 

for status with the IRS as a charitable 
organization. 

  

Becoming a charitable organization will 

make it possible for NHG to solicit grant 
funding for genealogy projects, that in the 

past have been out of our reach due to the 

costs involved, and to receive discounts on 
purchases. Whether it be a digitization 

project (1950 census is coming soon!), 

records preservation, or whatever, we would 
no longer be limited in our plans by our 

cash-on-hand financial situation. We will 

also save cold, hard cash by becoming 

exempt from Pennsylvania sales tax for 
purchases we make. For example, when we 

purchase books for Northland Public Library, 

we pay sales tax. By being exempt from the 
sales tax we’ll be able to better use your 

dues and conference registration money. 

 

Many of you have given advice over the life 
of this project, all of which was both helpful 

and very much appreciated. Stay tuned for 

more updates! 

NHG NEWS 

Membership Year Ending 

 

NHG’s membership year ended 31 July. You 
can renew online using a credit card at 

www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org. If you pre-

fer to pay by check, there is a link on the 

renewal page to print a membership form. A 
renewal form was also printed in the June 

newsletter that you can use to pay by check. 

If you have not yet renewed, this will be the 
last newsletter you receive.  

 

Membership Fun Facts  
 

As of this writing, we currently have 311 

members, which is the highest number in 

our thirty-plus year history. 
 

We started assigning membership numbers 

in 1990. At that time, a complete member-
ship number was composed of the last two 

digits of the year, followed by three digits, 

i.e. 91001. The numbering system grew se-
quentially until the twenty-first century 

arrived, and the membership numbers 

changed to a four-digit prefix (2000) 

followed the three digits.  
 

As of this month, we have greeted our one 

thousandth member, Paul Trimbur! Welcome 
to NHG, Paul! It will be fun to see if we can 

welcome our two thousandth member in half 

the time or less. 
 

American Ancestors at Northland 

 

You may remember that NHG has sponsored 
a subscription to American Ancestors (www 

.AmericanAncestors.org) for Northland Pub- 

(continued on page 3) 
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NHG Board Members 2021–2022 

President: Linda Loewer 

Vice President: Rob Boston 

Treasurer: Reed Powell 

Secretary: Kim Paulson 

Past President: Dave Williams 

Membership: Ken Berner 

Newsletter Editors: Amy E. K. Arner 
Susan L. Ennis 

Program Co-Chairs: Faith Jack 

Kate Townsend 

Social Media Co-
Chairs: 

Ami Wessel 
Debbie Billeter 

Conference Chair: Susan O'Connor 

Publicity Emails: Gary Schlemmer 

Publicity Tables: Dave Williams 

Book Marketing: Elissa Powell, CG, CGL 

Corresponding Sec'y: Al Hartman 

For more information: 
Info@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

Newsletter ideas and feedback: 
Editor@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

Program ideas and feedback: 
Programs@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 
 

Note: The newsletter is an NHG member benefit. 

As such, the newsletter and its contents may not 
be copied, forwarded, or extracted without 
written permission from the editors. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

 

A new adventure is before me. My husband 

and I are moving to California to be closer 
to our son, daughter-in-law and three 

adorable little grandkids. Because of the 

move, I am like a mad woman cleaning out 

the clutter of living in my house for more 
than thirty years. It’s likely many of you 

know of whence I speak! 

 
The exciting thing is that I’m finding all sorts 

of treasures that I had forgotten I had. 

Great attic finds include my paternal 
grandmother’s tea set of six cups and 

saucers and a creamer and sugar bowl with 

a hand painted Japanese scene on each. 

One handle on the sugar bowl is broken off 
and a teacup, broken in two, has been 

repaired. The bottom of each piece is 

stamped with the word Nippon. Some 
research shows that these dishes were man-

ufactured between 1886 and 1921. After my 

grandmother fell and broke her hip, she 
could no longer live alone, so she lived with 

each of her children, moving monthly, so 

she could visit each family. She moved with 

a lot of boxes which stored old letters and 
memorabilia, perhaps even the tea set. As I 

examined the cups and saucers, I had 

questions. Why did my grandmother hold 
these so dear? What was their significance? 

Perhaps a gift when she married in 1917? 

And from whom? Or maybe they belonged 

to my great grandmother? I wish I had some 
idea why these dishes were so important to 

my grandmother. Hopefully this situation 

inspires me to write notes about the items 
that mean a lot to me. 

 

Another treasure from the attic were dishes 
from my grandfather. He did china painting, 

and some of his work is truly beautiful! I had 

dabbled a bit with china painting before my 

son was born, so when my grandfather 
passed away, I inherited the dishes that he 

had expected to paint but didn’t get around 

to doing. I guess trips to the wilds of Ontario 
to fish had more appeal, or took up more of 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
mailto:Info@NorthHillsGenealogists.org
mailto:Editor@NorthHillsGenealogists.org
mailto:Programs@NorthHillsGenealogists.org
http://www.facebook.com/NorthHillsGenealogists
https://twitter.com/NHGenealogists
https://www.meetup.com/North-Hills-Genealogists/
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his time, than painting porcelain. So down 
from the attic came two old wooden slat 

boxes, originally holding Zinfandel grapes, 

but which now held white but grimy dishes, 

stamped with Bavaria or Germany on the 
bottom, and wrapped in yellowed news-

paper from 1965. Cups, saucers, dessert 

plates, and fancy serving plates—all plain 
white. I had to decide what to do with them, 

keep or give away. When my parents passed 

away ten years ago, each of us received two 
or three plates that my grandfather had 

painted and that my mother had displayed 

in her china cabinet. I display my two plates 

alongside photos of my grandparents and 
parents. In the end, I determined that the 

plates my grandfather painted were more 

important than the plain dishes he intended 
to paint. I did however keep the fancy serv-

ing plates which I’ll decorate with a flower 

garden theme, since he was all about 
flowers in addition to fishing! 

 

As the time of my move comes closer and 

closer, I recognize that this is one of those 
bittersweet times in life. I love Pittsburgh 

and my friends, but I want to be close to my 

grandkids, to hug and kiss them all the time, 
cheer them on at their games, and support 

them as they discover new interests. I’m 

also going to miss being close to my family 
in Western New York. Unsurprisingly, I’m 

going to miss my ancestors! All these years, 

I’ve had this strong connection to them—the 

houses they lived in, the churches where 
they worshipped, their neighborhoods like 

Riverside, South Buffalo, and the Hydraulics 

District. I’m just discovering more about my 
husband’s family, that they lived in 

Steubenville, Zanesville, and Brush Creek. 

It won’t be an easy jaunt from California to 

Ohio, and I won’t be able to make a spur of 
the moment decision to head to Steubenville 

to check out a grave or visit the historical 

center. But as my friend and former NHG 
president, Rich Venezia, said to me, “I am 

sure you’ll enjoy being so close to your 

DESCENDANTS!” And of course, he’s right! 

    ~ Linda 

NHG NEWS 
(continued from page 1) 

 

lic Library in the past. Now that Northland 
has reopened, NHG is pleased to announce 

that we are again sponsoring the subscrip-

tion. Any person using a computer in the 

library can access the website for free.  
 

Upcoming SIG Meetings 

 
Some of our special interest groups (SIGs) 

are meeting virtually via Zoom. The German 

SIG will meet 19 August at 7:00 P.M. via 
Zoom. The Eastern European SIG will meet 

in person for lunch on 30 August at 12:00 

P.M.; at the Kolich Picnic Shelter in North 

Park. Links to register for these meet-ings 
are available on our website at www 

.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings 

.php?nm=47.  
 

Registration Open for NHG Fall Conference 

 
Registration is open for NHG’s Fall Confer-

ence featuring Ari Wilkins as the speaker on 

Saturday, October 30th. She will present 

five lectures during the day via Zoom: 
“Researching Graphically: Expanding Your 

Research with Timelines, Charts, Spread-

sheets, and Diagrams,” “Organizing and 
Identifying Photograph Collections,” “Recon-

structing Communities Using Sanborn Maps, 

Census Records, and City Directo-ries,” 

“Funeral Home Collections: Utilizing 
Genealogical Societies and Others for Crowd 

Sourcing,” and “How the Weather Affected 

Your Ancestor.” Register by Monday, October 
18th, to be entered into a special door prize 

drawing. These and other door prizes will be 

awarded throughout the day. Please visit 
www .NorthHillsGenealogists.org/cpage.php 

?pt=102 for more details. 

 

Elections 
 

The results are in from NHG’s annual 

election of officers, which are president, vice 
president, secretary, and treasurer. Linda 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/cpage.php?pt=102
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/cpage.php?pt=102
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Loewer (president), Rob Boston (vice presi-
dent), Reed Powell (treasurer), and Kim 

Paulson (secretary) were all re-elected to 

their positions. Many thanks to them for 

serving and to all the members who voted. 
 

Future Meeting Plans 

 
The NHG board has discussed when to move 

back to holding meetings in person. Our 

meeting location, the Kearns Spirituality 
Center, is closed and has not announced 

when they will reopen. As a result of the lack 

of a meeting space and the spread of the 

COVID-19 variants, the board has decided 
to continue with virtual meetings through 

March 2022. The board did not make this 

decision lightly—we recognize that the 
camaraderie of meeting virtually is not the 

same as that of meeting in person; however, 

the health and safety of our members and 
guests is the board’s highest priority. The 

board looks forward to a time when we can 

gather in person again. 

 
NHG Webinars Set for Fall Dates 

 

NHG has announced the genealogical web-
inars for September and November. On 

Saturday, 25 September 2021 at 10:30 A.M., 

nationally known lecturer and genealogical 
blogger Cari A. Taplin, CG, will present a 

virtual webinar titled “From Deeds to Dirt: 

Case Studies in Analyzing Research with 

Maps”. “Deeds to Dirt” is an in-depth talk 
about types of maps, tech tips for using 

online maps, migration routes, recreating 

neighborhoods, using maps to log research, 
how to find online map collections for your 

ancestral area, and mini-case studies to 

illustrate how the use of maps aids in 

analysis of your research findings. Taplin 
values genealogical education. She has 

been active in local and state organizations 

for almost twenty years. An active member 
of the Association of Professional Genealo-

gists (APG), Taplin is a published author, 

owner of GenealogyPANTS, and currently 
works for Ancestry ProGenealogists. 

On Saturday, 20 November 2021, Rev. Dr. 
David McDonald, a professional genealogist 

and current president of APG, will present a 

webinar about Protestant Church Records at 

a time to be determined. McDonald, an 
ordained minister in the United Church of 

Christ, is a well-known international speaker 

who specializes in Protestant denomina-
tional churches, their records, and where to 

access them. His forty-plus years of exper-

ience as a researcher along with his 
dynamic, informative speaking style leads to 

a memorable educational webinar. You may 

remember that McDonald was the speaker 

at our annual conference in 2014. Look for 
signup links for each of our fall webinars on 

our website at www.northhillsgenealogists 

.org/eventListings.php?nm=47. 
 

NGS Delegate Council 

 
In 2020, the Federation of Genealogical 

Societies (FGS) merged with the National 

Genealogical Society (NGS). As part of this 

merger, NGS created a Delegate Council to 
serve as a new advisory body for their 

genealogical member organizations (includ-

ing NHG). Kate Townsend serves as NHG's 
delegate. In May she attended the Delegate 

Council virtual kickoff. The programming 

throughout the event sought to foster col-
laboration and communication among mem-

ber organizations. She learned that NHG "is 

not alone." Most societies have the same 

questions and concerns ranging from struct-
uring programming in a post-pandemic era 

to what days of the week to have meetings. 

The Delegate Council meets quarterly with 
the next meeting set for 24 August 2021. 

 

TECH TIPS: USING PUZZILLA TO 
ANALYZE RESEARCH GAPS 

 

By Sue Ennis, Newsletter Co-Editor 
 

FamilySearch users could benefit from 

analyzing the visuals of their family tree by 

accessing the free version of Puzzilla, a 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
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program that uses charts and symbols to 
“reveal patterns of incomplete research and 

other work in collateral lines” to support 

research efforts. There is also a premium 

service of Puzzilla available for interested 
genealogists. If you go online to 

Puzzilla.org, you can log-in using your 

FamilySearch account details. From there, 
Puzzilla will take information from your 

branch of the family tree and create a 

graphic image of the relatives. In short, 
Puzzilla uses the information you and others 

have inputted to create an analysis tool for 

genealogists. The best way to see if it will 

benefit you is to try the free version. 
 

HERITAGE RESOURCES: CLERGY 
ANCESTORS 

 

By Amy Arner, NHG Newsletter Co-Editor 

 
[Editors’ note: For this membership year, 

we will focus on occupations as heritage 

resources. If you have an occupation you 
would like to see featured or would like to 

write about an occupation, please email us 

at Editor@NorthHillsGenealogists.org.]  

 
Many of us have clergy members in our 

families, either as ancestors or collateral 

relatives. Clergy tended to be well known 
and there are a variety of sources 

researchers can use to learn more about 

them.  
 

Clergy are often mentioned in county 

histories and town histories, sometimes 

briefly and sometimes in longer sections. 
These mentions may state when a minister 

or priest arrived at a particular church and 

provide basic biographical information. In 
some cases there may be biographical 

sketches that include more information such 

as educational background and family 
history. 

 

Newspapers, religious and secular, are 

another good source. Clergy sometimes 

reported activities in their congregations to 
denominational newspapers. This could 

include statistics about how many people 

joined the church during a certain time 

period, notices about marriages, the text of 
sermons, announcements about a minister 

or priest moving to a different congregation, 

and more. Denominational newspapers 
usually cover a particular region. An 

example is the Presbyterian Banner. There 

were two editions of this newspaper, one 
published in Pittsburgh and the other 

published in Philadelphia. Secular 

newspapers include information about 

church events. They also publish marriage 
notices, death notices, and obituaries, which 

sometimes include the name of the 

officiating minister or priest.  
 

Periodic directories were published for some 

denominations. An example is Sadlier’s 
Catholic Directory, Almanac, and Ordo, 

which listed general information about the 

denomination and its administrative 

structure in North America and included 
alphabetical lists of the archbishops, 

bishops, and priests serving. Websites like 

Google Books (https://books.google.com), 
Hathi Trust (www.hathitrust.org), and the 

Internet Archive (www.archive.org) have 

digitized many of these directories, 
particularly those published before 1920. 

 

Sometimes there are special publications for 

an administrative unit of a denomination. 
Norman Carlysle Young and Naomi Kathleen 

Ivey Horner compiled a list of clergy from 

the Methodist Episcopal, United Brethren, 
United Methodist and other denominations 

in Western Pennsylvania. The list is 

available free at www.wpaumc.org 

/historicalrecords. It lists the clergy 
alphabetically, and the entries include 

information about when and where they 

were licensed to preach, the conferences 
where they served, the congregations where 

they served, dates of retirement, and death 

dates and places. 
 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
http://puzzilla.org/
mailto:Editor@NorthHillsGenealogists.org
https://books.google.com/
http://www.hathitrust.org/
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.wpaumc.org/historicalrecords
http://www.wpaumc.org/historicalrecords
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Genealogists and historians have compiled a 
variety of information about churches and 

clergy. Sometimes this takes the form of 

books, such as Paul Heckethorn’s Encyclo-

pedia of the Genealogical History of the 
Presbyterian Church in Southwestern Penn-

sylvania and Catalogue of Clerics in 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, up to the 
Year 1910 as well as Wallace Guy Smeltzer’s 

History of United Methodism in Western 

Pennsylvania. 
 

Denominational archives often have 

information about clergy. This could take 

the form of biographical files, personal 
papers, published directories, vertical files, 

and more. Some archives offer research 

services about their clergy. An example is 
the Presbyterian Historical Society. Anyone 

may request a search for information about 

a Presbyterian minister for a fee. 
Information is available at www.history 

.pcusa.org/services/reference/ministermissi

onary-biographical-research-service. 

 
Historical and genealogical societies might 

have information about the churches and 

clergy in their region. Researchers will have 
to check the organization’s website to see 

what is available. Also, don’t forget to use 

Cyndi’s List. It has a “Religion & Churches” 
category (www.cyndislist.com/religion) and 

an “Occupations” category (www.cyndislist 

.com/occupations), which may lead you to 

additional resources.  
 

LOCAL AUTHOR PUBLISHES BOOK 
 
NHG member Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt of 

Pittsburgh has published the book The 

Mount Washington Transit Tunnel Disaster, 
released in June 2021. Kuffner Hirt is a 

professor emerita at Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania where she taught for twenty-

eight years. According to Arcadia Publish-
ing, “Over the last fifteen years, as a family 

historian, her research and writing has 

focused primarily on her colonial-era Scots-
Irish ancestors’ migration to America and 

investigating the Mount Washington tunnel 
accident.”  

 

The 192-page book examines the tragedy of 

this Pittsburgh tunnel accident, which 
occurred on Christmas Eve 1917, and the 

families who experienced loss or suffering. 

The close-knit neighborhoods of Beltz-
hoover, Knoxville, and Mount Oliver are 

featured as well as the historic aftermath of 

the incident. Refer to www 
.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/97814671

42717 to learn more or to purchase the 

book. NHG congratulates Mary Jane on the 

publication of her book! 
 

CLP’S PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT HAS NEW NAME, 
OFFERS ACCESS TO COLLECTIONS  
 
By Amy Welch, CLP Librarian 
 
The Local History & Genealogy Department 

(formerly the Pennsylvania Department) at 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh remains 
closed to visitors, but the library's collec-

tions are available! Researchers are 

encouraged to contact the library ahead of 
their visit with a list of materials to review, 

and staff will bring the requested books and 

microfilm to the Reference Department on 
the second floor. At this time, the only items 

that cannot be used on the second floor are 

the library's collection of birth and death 

registers because of the microfilm's 
condition. However, researchers can request 

research in those records through the 

library's web site (www.carnegielibrary.org, 
click Research, then Genealogy, then 

Research Requests). There is no charge for 

record searches by library staff. 
 

To request materials or schedule a visit, 

please contact the library by calling 412-

622-3114, emailing padept 
@carnegielibrary.org, or using the Chat 

feature on the home page of the library's 

web site (www.carnegielibrary.org). Please 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
http://www.history.pcusa.org/services/reference/ministermissionary-biographical-research-service
http://www.history.pcusa.org/services/reference/ministermissionary-biographical-research-service
http://www.history.pcusa.org/services/reference/ministermissionary-biographical-research-service
http://www.cyndislist.com/religion
http://www.cyndislist.com/occupations
http://www.cyndislist.com/occupations
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467142717
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467142717
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467142717
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/
mailto:padept@carnegielibrary.org
mailto:padept@carnegielibrary.org
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/
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check the web site for the most up-to-date 
information about library hours and safety 

guidelines. 

 

LEGACY FAMILY TREE WEBINARS 
PRESENTS WEBTEMBER 
 
This September, Legacy Family Tree 

Webinars is hosting Webtember, a free, 

online genealogy conference to be held each 

Friday in September. Webtember will 
feature thirty educational webinars; some 

will be offered live and others will be pre-

recorded. All of the programs will be free to 
view until 30 September 2021. 

 

During Webtember, registration will be 
required for all free live classes. Details and 

links are found here: www 

.familytreewebinars.com/webtember. The 

complete brochure is available online at 
www.familytreewebinars.com/pdfs/webinar

-free1627577543.pdf; interested genealo-

gists can customize a virtual conference for 
themselves using this guide. The great 

webinar options during Legacy Family Tree’s 

Webtember offers a varied selection of 

topics and speakers to enhance your 
genealogical learning. 

 

WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET 

 

23–26 August 2021 

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
OF PITTSBURGH 

 

GRIP is offering free evening lectures again 
this year during its week-long institute in 

August. The four planned lectures are 

Deborah Abbot presenting “Chef Boyardee: 

An American Icon,” David McDonald 
presenting “Ten Top Tips to Completing a 

Genealogical Project,” David Rencher 

presenting information about what’s new at 
FamilySearch and the Family History 

Library, and Rich Venezia presenting “Ship 

Manifests: An In-Depth Look.” For more 
information, please visit www.gripitt.org 

/evening-programs.  
 

Wed., 25 August 2021, 6:30 P.M. 

CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB 

 
Rick Voight of Vivid-Pix will present 

“Restore, Relive, and Share Your Family 

Photos.” This will be a hybrid meeting, with 
Voight participating via Zoom. People may 

attend in person at the Cranberry Public 

Library or via Zoom. More information and a 
link to attend are available at www 

.cranberrygenealogy.org. 

 

Sun., 29 August 2021, 1:00 P.M. 
JEWISH GENEALOGY SOCIETY OF 

PITTSBURGH 

 
Michael Waas will present "Muestro Yerusha: 

Jewish Heritage and Identity in the Ottoman 

Empire." The event is free for society 
members and $5.00 for non-members. To 

register, please visit www 

.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-

genealogical-society-michael-waas.  
 

Mon., 30 August 2021, 10:30 A.M. 

ZELIENOPLE AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

The library is hosting a virtual presentation 

about genealogy. Use this Zoom link to join 
the meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j 

/82563729808?pwd=a0MzU0VmK1JXY1VaT

2lBU2daQzFVQT09.  

 
1 SEPTEMBER–18 OCTOBER 2021 

NEW YORK STATE FAMILY HISTORY 

CONFERENCE 
 

Registration is open for this virtual 

conference, which will feature twenty-one 

sessions grouped into three themes: New 
York’s People, Records and Resources, and 

Guides and Best Practices. A combination of 

live and on-demand sessions is planned. 
More information, including a link to 

register, is available at www 

.newyorkfamilyhistory.org /nysfhc. 
 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webtember
https://familytreewebinars.com/webtember
https://familytreewebinars.com/pdfs/webinar-free1627577543.pdf
https://familytreewebinars.com/pdfs/webinar-free1627577543.pdf
http://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs
http://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org/
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org/
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-michael-waas
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-michael-waas
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-michael-waas
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82563729808?pwd=a0MzU0VmK1JXY1VaT2lBU2daQzFVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82563729808?pwd=a0MzU0VmK1JXY1VaT2lBU2daQzFVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82563729808?pwd=a0MzU0VmK1JXY1VaT2lBU2daQzFVQT09
http://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc
http://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc
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15–17 SEPTEMBER 2021 
WE ARE COUSINS CONFERENCE 

 

This conference will feature pre-recorded 

presentations played on a schedule, with 
live chats happening at the same time. Eight 

sessions are planned for each day. For more 

information, please visit www 
.wacconference.com.  

 

15–18 SEPTEMBER 2021 
UTAH GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

 

UGA’s annual Summit of Excellence will be 

held virtually. The first day of the conference 
will have a Getting Started track. The three 

other days will each have three tracks. 

Planned tracks include methodology, ge-
neral records, technology, military records, 

legal records, DNA, and more. The sessions 

will be recorded, with attendees having 
access to the recordings through 31 Decem-

ber 2021. More information is available at 

www.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=586. 

 
17–19 SEPTEMBER 2021 

POLISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF 

AMERICA 
 

Details are being finalized for the PGSA 

conference, which will be held virtually. 
Planned lectures include “Brick Wall . . . 

Were My Polish Ancestors Ever Protestant,” 

“‘Holendry’ . . . Was Your 3rd Great-

Grandparent Dutch or German?,” “Locating 
Pre-Partition Records Sources,” “Truths and 

Myths behind Polish-Jewish Ancestry,” 

“History & Meaning of Regional Polish 
Costumes,” and “Basics of Polish Heraldry.” 

Watch www.pgsa.org for updates. 

 

Sun., 19 September 2021, 1:00 P.M. 
JEWISH GENEALOGY SOCIETY OF 

PITTSBURGH 

 
Adina Newman will present "Practical 

Genetic Genealogy & Endogamy: Making 

Sense of Your Ashkenazi Jewish DNA 
Matches." The event is free for society 

members and $5.00 for non-members. To 
register, please visit www 

.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-

genealogical-society-adina-newman.  

 
19–26 SEPTEMBER 2021 

BRITISH ISLES FAMILY HISTORY 

SOCIETY OF GREATER OTTAWA 
 

This year’s conference theme is Irish Lines 

and Female Finds. The virtual event will 
feature three lectures each day. Planned 

topics include Irish Famine orphans, 

Ireland’s vital records, landlord rental 

records, research female ancestors and 
using DNA in Irish research. A complete 

schedule and registration information are 

available at www.bifhsgo2021.ca.  
 

1–2 October 2021 

MINNESOTA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

MGS’s annual North Star Genealogy 

Conference will be held virtually. The 

featured speaker will be D. Joshua Taylor. 
Planned topics for break-out sessions 

include state census records, the 1950 

federal census, records from the War of 
1812, developing a research plan, 

homestead records, probate records, 

fraternal organizations, colonial research, 
and more. A complete list of lectures and 

more information are available at www 

.mngs.org/North-Star-2021.  

 
Sat., 2 October 2021, 11:00 A.M. 

DEPRECIATION LANDS MUSEUM 

 
Hydref, the museum’s annual market fair, 

will return this year. The event will feature 

craft demonstrations, food, and live music. 

The cost is $5 for adults and $3 for children. 
Museum members get in for free. More 

information is available at www.dlmuseum 

.org/upcoming.Hydref.shtml. 
 

11–15 October 2021 

18–22 October 2021 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 
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BRITISH GENEALOGY AND FAMILY 
HISTORY 

 

ISBGFH will hold their British Institute 

virtually. Four courses will be featured: 
Tracing Your Irish Family History with Chris 

Paton, Hidden Treasures in Welsh Family 

History with Darris Williams, English 
Research: The Fundamentals and Beyond 

with Paul Milner, and Scottish Family History 

Research: Where and How to Find the Real 
Records with Bruce Durie. All of the courses 

will be presented via Zoom, two each week. 

Sessions will be recorded and available for 

attendees to watch for six weeks. For more 
details and a link to register, please visit 

www.isbgfh.com/BRITISH-INSTITUTE.  

 
11–16 October 2021 

CZECHOSLOVAK GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 
 

CGSI’s annual conference theme will be 

Celebrating Connections. Fifty one-hour 

lectures are scheduled for this virtual event, 
along with a keynote address, and 

workshops. The workshops will have an 

additional fee. Attendees will have three 
options for registration: live, on-demand, 

and combination. Live registration will 

include Q&A sessions with the speaker at 
the end of each lecture, a documentary 

about folk costumes, the Czech and Slovak 

Film Festival, an exhibitor’s fair, and more. 

The on-demand registration includes access 
to recordings of the one-hour presentations 

for six months after the conference. The 

combination registration includes access to 
all of the events and recordings in the live 

and on-demand registrations. More 

information is available at 

www.cgsi.org/2021-cgsi-conference.  
 

13–16 October 2021 

AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

Plans are being finalized for the AAHGS 
annual conference, which will be held 

virtually. Watch https://web.cvent.com 

/event/e969e39d-9661-4302-9578-

7770e6ee3534/summary. 
 

15–16 October 2021 

VIRGINIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

This year’s virtual conference will feature 

eight speakers, each presenting a different 
topic. Planned speakers and topics include 

“Don’t Forget the Ladies: A Genealogist’s 

Guide to Women and the Law” by Judy 

Russell; “Using Fold3 to Your Advantage: 
Virginia Style” by Craig Roberts Scott; 

“Getting the Most out of Virginia Court 

Records: Order and Minute Books and Loose 
Papers” by Vic Dunn; “Five Tips to Make 

Sense of Your DNA Testing” by Diahan 

Southard; “Tracking the Land: Virginia’s 
Land Tax Records” by Barbara Vines Little; 

“Genealogical Implications of the Laws of 

Slavery” by LaBrenda Garrett-Nelson; 

“Researching the Formerly Enslaved: It 
Takes a Village,” by Renate Sanders, and 

“Going Beyond the Bare Bones: 

Reconstructing Your Ancestors’ Lives” by 
Thomas W. Jones. Complete details are 

available at www.vgs.org/cpage.php 

?pt=31.  
 

23–24 November 2021 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 

BRITISH GENEALOGY AND FAMILY 
HISTORY 

 

ISBGFH is hosting a Military Research Virtual 
Institute featuring Paul Nixon. Planned 

topics include the Royal Navy, the Royal 

Marines, the Royal Air Force (and its 

predecessors), and the British Army. For 
more details and a link to register, please 

visit www.isbgfh.com/Military-Research-

Virtual-Institute. 
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UPCOMING NHG PROGRAMS 

Members are reminded that they must register for each event in advance. The links to do so are available at 
www.northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47.  
 
Monday, 16 August 2021, 7:00 P.M. – “Written in Stone: Tombstones and Other Cemetery Records” 
Amy Johnson Crow 
Cemeteries can be peaceful places and a treasure trove of genealogical information. Learn how to evaluate 
tombstones and explore for other types of cemetery records. This program will be held virtually. 
 
Monday, 20 September 2021, 7:00 P.M. – “The Genealogist’s Google Search Methodology” 
Lisa Louise Cooke 
It’s a new decade, so if you think you know how to Google, think again! Technology changes rapidly, and keeping 
our search skills updated and sharp is key to search success. Attend to learn the latest Google Search 
Methodology for Genealogy. You’ll hear about the latest and best search innovations, and learn the process that 
will dramatically improve your genealogical search results. These skills can be used with all associated Google 
tools. This program will be held virtually. 
 
Monday, 18 October 2021, 7:00 P.M. – “Preserving Your Personal Archives” 
Jen Baldwin 
The technology we need to digitize our family collections is all around us, and it can be stunningly simple. Take 
away easy to apply methods, great hacks for getting the job done, and action items you can start on today. 
This program will be held virtually. 
 

https://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/
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